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This talk will provide an overview of research at the intersection of genetics 
and the behavioral sciences. The talk will summarize what we have learned 
from research aimed at identifying genetic variants associated with 
behavioral traits. Two central lessons are that (i) the magnitude of the 
association between a typical behavioral trait and any particular genetic 
variant is extremely small, but (ii) the cumulative effects of many genetic 
variants can be substantial. To capture these cumulative effects, the results 
of a genome-wide association study are used to construct a polygenic 
score, which is an index of many genetic variants from across the genome. 
Many of the payoffs to the behavioral sciences from social-science 
genomics come from using a polygenic score as a measure of the genetic 
influences on a trait. Polygenic scores are beginning to be used in a wide 
range of applications, including controlling for genes when evaluating 
policies and studying how genes and environments interact. 
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