  Anindya Bhattacharyya has one clear  vision...and one mission.

((NATS... IN PENN STATION))

    To LIVE LIFE as independently as possible... And change the lives of hundreds of thousands of deaf - blind people, like himself,  throughout the world.

((NAT INTERACTION W/Michelle SIGNING)).

          "HI - NICE TO MEET YOU."

    And its what brought  Bapin, as he's better known, to the Helen Keller National Center in Long Island New York.

((16:04))

          "I DIDN'T KNOW I WAS GOING TO BE A TECHIE IN THE TECH WORLD."

        This tech WIZ... Not only teaches students... But has helped  technology companies develop new gadgets.. allowing the blind and deaf to navigate the seeing, hearing world, as he told us through an interpreter....

[CG :2-line\Anindya "Bapin" Bhattacharyya\Deaf-Blind Technology Supervisor]
((18.55))

          "I LIKE TO EMPOWER THEM TO BE SUCCESFUL IN WHATEVER THEY ATTEMPT.  I FEEL THAT IT'S A GOOD THING THAT I DO."

    It's a long way from the dirt poor village of his native India, where he was born deaf 35 years ago. Bapin came to America after a troubled child-hood and....  fell in love with the field of high tech.

((NATS)) 

     His contribution... research and development.  He's done field tests on  the Braille modified lap top phone, used by the blind-deaf to talk to the rest of the world via a speaking operator; 

 Helped develop the Tactile Talking Tablet... which allows people like him to explore street grids of cities they plan to visit. 

Then there's the SBC - or screen Braille communicator - which the deaf-blind can use to do their shopping; order meals in restaurants or communicate with an air-line cabin crew. Bapin travels the world using this equipment.  

((I BET THIS IS GREAT ON A DATE!))

((01.32.31Michelle))

          "I AM AMAZED!

((NATS DRIVING))

     And there's the portable Global Satellite Positioning System.

     It helps Bapin navigate while his interpreter drives. 

(NAT SOUND IN CAR 12.37.29):

BAPIN JUST TOLD ME TO TAKE A RIGHT ON SHORE ROAD.

((Michelle) "SO YOU'RE BETTER EQUIPPED THAN THEY ARE"

((15.18 Bapin))

          "THE SIGHTED PERSON DEPENDS ON ME." 

((14.30 Michelle))

     ((MM)) "THAT MUST BE A GOOD FEELING? (B) "YEAH IT IS."

[CG :2-line\Jane Hecker-Cain\Interpreter]
(Back to the car - 42.56 

HE FOUND MY HUSBAND'S PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT. I TOLD HIM THE ADDRESS WHICH WE JUST PASSED AND HE JUST NAMED THE NAME OF THE COMPANY.  THAT'S PRETTY COOL.

((JOE MCNULTY, DIRECTOR OF THE HELEN KELLER NATIONAL CENTER @ 06.23)

          "BAPIN IS CLEARLY ONE OF THE BRIGHTEST DEAF-BLIND PEOPLE I HAVE EVER MET."

     More than anything ... Bapin's boss says he's a role model for the students he instructs.

[CG :2-line\Joe McNulty\Exec. Director - Helen Keller National Center]
          " WE HAVE PEOPLE WORKING FOR MAJOR COMPANIES NOW WHERE THEY ARE HANDLING A CLIENT OR A CUSTOMER'S ACCOUNT THROUGH THE INTERNET AND THE PERSON HAS NO IDEA THAY ARE COMMUNICATING WITH AN EMPLOYEE WHO HAPPENS TO BE  DEAF-BLIND."

      Ironically... Bapin says he would have never found his calling if he hadn't been blinded at the age of nine by a jealous kid who threw ashes in his eyes. 

(01. 18.40)

M: WOULD YOU SAY THAT BECOMING BLIND WAS A BLESSING IN DISGUISE

B: EXACTLY, EXACTLY I WOULD SAY THAT.

     Bapin plans to spend the rest of his life passing on his knowledge and enthusiasm to his students. A case quite literally of the blind  leading the blind.

MM, CBSN, NY. 

