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MANCHESTER

D
emocracy is alive and well in Con-
necticut,” one Democrat said of
Dan Malloy’s stunning primary vic-
tory over Ned Lamont last Tuesday.

Yes, in one of the two major parties.
The people won one of the big races. Mon-

ey won the other.
Let’s back up.
In what sense did democracy and the peo-

ple win?
Well, Malloy, the longtime former mayor

of Stamford, won by a whopping 16-percent-
age-point margin against Lamont, who was
better known, led the polls throughout the
race, outspent Malloy about 4 to 1, and came
to the race with a huge reservoir of good will
among Democratic primary voters. Many
Democrats were enormously grateful to La-
mont for pressing the issue of the Iraq war
four years ago. And they remain so.

How did Malloy do it?
Well, for one thing, he is a very hard work-

er. He simply out-hustled Lamont. For every
appearance Lamont made in a given town,
Malloy made three. For every phone call La-
mont made to a Democratic stalwart, Malloy
made four.

Americans have perhaps never taken the
craft of politics seriously, all the less so since
Ronald Reagan made it okay for politicians to
denounce the government they want to run.
And that’s too bad. One consequence is that
we underestimate what hard work in politics
and government can accomplish.

Malloy is a hardworking candidate and
was a hardworking mayor, both intellectual-
ly and physically, and it paid off in both cases.

He would be a hardworking governor. He
would be the first hardworking governor in
Connecticut since Ella Grasso, and that
would be a nice change.

This brings us to the other way Malloy
pulled it off: He belongs to the right party for
people who take politics and government se-
riously.

This is supposed to be an election year of
surprises. In Connecticut, the surprise came
not from nihilistic Tea Partyers but from
Democratic primary voters (an amazingly
small number), who took their responsibility
seriously and acted responsibly.

Connecticut Democrats did not reject Ned
Lamont personally. They like him. And he is
not necessarily done with politics after two
stinging losses. Lamont could take on Sen.

Joe Lieberman if Lieberman really runs
again, as he says he will. But the Democratic
voters last Tuesday were perhaps saying two
things: 1) We would like someone with rele-
vant experience as governor; someone who
really has a grip on the job. 2) Enough with
the sleazo smear ads. Using his own millions,
Lamont buried Malloy in negative TV ads
and mailers that basically told people the
mayor was a crook. It was a lie, it was un-
worthy of Lamont, and Democrats were
turned off by it.

In the big Republican primary, in the Sen-
ate race, money won. A plurality of the pri-
mary voters let themselves be hypnotized by
the endless ads of Linda McMahon. They
failed to take the office of U.S. senator seri-
ously, and nominated someone with no expe-
rience in — and almost no understanding of
— government. Twenty-two million dollars
in propaganda offended these voters not a
whit. They drank the Kool-Aid willingly.

On the other hand, slightly more than 50
percent of Republican voters rejected McMa-
hon, even though she outspent her closest
primary opponent, Rob Simmons, 7 to 1, and
in the closing weeks of the campaign prob-
ably 100 to 1. This suggests that McMahon
might have better spent her money, and/or
that she is not as keen a businesswoman as
she tells us.

So maybe the final score is: The people1.5,
money .5. For the Democrats resoundingly
said they would not simply follow the money
and do as the talking box commanded, and
roughly half the Republicans tried to think
for themselves.

Keith C. Burris is editorial-page editor of the
Journal Inquirer, in Manchester, Conn.

In Conn. primaries, the score is People 1.5, Money .5
KEITH C. BURRIS

Change your life
A beautiful church sits

near Wayland Square, in
Providence, called the Provi-
dence Community Church.
Its pews are never filled. I
don’t know why. What hap-
pens inside is remarkable.

At a time in our nation’s
history when the collective
challenges that we face at
times seem insurmountable
and the goals of our indivi-
dual lives and the life of our
family seem further from
reach, there is a clear voice
of inspiration and hope that
touches and transforms the
lives of all who hear it.

It is not the voice of a
distanced cleric, removed
from the struggles we know
so well. It is rather the voice
of a husband and father,
teacher, pastor, writer and
friend, who speaks from his
heart and grabs your own.
From that clear true voice
comes the message that even
in the worst of times there is
hope, and wherever there is
hope there is change. And
somehow you believe that it
can be true for yourself.

What happens inside are

the best sermons you aren’t
hearing. If your life is not
what you had intended or
dreamed for yourself and the
world is not as you hoped or
believed it could be, you
might want to help fill a pew
on Sunday morning. It might
just change your life and
help you change the world.

Jean Plover, M.D.
Providence

This was also signed by other
supporters of the Rev. Mr. How-
ard.

1 tree, 7 coffee cups
What has become of all

the trash barrels at Roger
Williams Park? I walk there
frequently and am appalled

at the trash strewn about.
There is not a trash barrel in
sight, nor has there been for
at least a year. And how
often is the trash picked up?

The other day, I counted
seven Dunkin’ Donuts cups
at the base of one tree!

I know that there will
always be people who leave
their trash wherever they
want, or throw it out of the
car window as they drive
through. I do believe, howev-
er, that if there were barrels
at intervals throughout the
park as there used to be,
then most people would do
the right thing and put their
trash in the closest barrel.

I live here and I am ap-
palled, but what about out-
of-towners who come to visit
the zoo, planetarium, carou-
sel, or just come to picnic?
What must they think? Is the
city that hard up for money
that they can’t put out some
barrels or at least pick up the
trash regularly?

This state is in a down-
ward spiral on so many lev-
els. The least we could do is
keep our park looking beau-
tiful for everyone to enjoy.

And, citizens, this doesn’t

mean you should continue to
litter. If there is no trash
barrel around, take your
trash home and dispose of it
properly!

Ron Notarianni
Cranston

‘Funny and true?’
Dave Granlund’s Aug. 8

cartoon (“Conservative vs.
Liberal Media”) brought to
mind a line from Roseanne
Barr’s standup routine a few
years ago. She stated, “The
only time you can be sure
politicians are telling the
truth is when they’re calling
each other liars.” Funny and
true? You decide.

Mark Poirier
Pawtucket

Swastika on Platt St.
As we approached the

July 4 holiday, I was remind-
ed of George Washington’s
1790 letter to the congrega-
tion of Newport’s Touro
Synagogue, stating that the
U.S. government “gives to
bigotry no sanction, to perse-
cution no assistance.”

I was appalled, therefore,
to notice a swastika painted
on a Pratt Street home in
Providence, and to see what
appeared to be a mark left
where a mezuzah might
have been ripped from the
door frame. The mezuzah
contains a prayer and is
attached to the door frames
of Jewish homes.

Was this done in igno-
rance by uneducated chil-
dren unaware of the histor-
ical significance of their
behavior? If so, we need to
teach our children better that
generations in Europe and
around the world continue to
struggle with the devastation
caused by anti-Semitism.
European schoolchildren
born long after World War II
visit former concentration
camps on school outings to
remind them of the horror
that ignorance and intoler-
ance can provoke.

If the Nazi symbol was
painted on this private home
for a particular reason, it is
to be condemned with all the
moral force we as a commu-
nity can summon. I’m not a
native of Rhode Island, but
I’m proud of its diversity and

tolerance of many different
people who all contribute to
our rich life here. We have
honest differences and we
can debate them to reach
just goals. But we cannot let
hateful people speak louder
than peaceful people who
value tolerant coexistence.

I lived in Morocco for two
years as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer and was impressed
with the religious devotion
of the community where I
lived in that Muslim country.

My neighbors there re-
peatedly stressed to me that
I was never to feel unsafe
and that they believed we all
shared common roots that
signal what we have in com-
mon more than what we do
not. It deeply saddens me to
see a sign of religious intol-
erance in my neighborhood.

I hope the volume of pro-
vocative conversations based
on hate and misinterpreta-
tion can be lowered so that
whoever painted that swasti-
ka on Pratt will know that
this will never be an accept-
able form of communication.

Bonnie Schultz Platzer
Providence
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S
uppose the U.S. govern-
ment had posted a bud-
get surplus in the 12 of
the last 13 years. Sup-

pose not a single major Ameri-
can financial institution had
failed or needed a government
bailout. Suppose the U.S. econo-
my grew at an annual rate of 6.1
percent in the first quarter of this
year, rather than at 2.7 percent.

Would that make you happy?
These cheering economic in-

dicators happen to be reality in
Canada. They did not come
about because Canadians are
more virtuous, or that they don’t
have subprime mortgages (they
do), or that they didn’t keep in-
terest rates very low (their rates
were much like ours). What Can-
ada had was a civic culture that
wanted government to regulate
financial activity.

What we have is an elite will-
ing to risk everyone else’s eco-
nomic security to let a few hot-
shots win big at the casino of
recklessness and fraud — while
maintaining a variety of taxpay-
er-financed backstops to reduce
the hotshots’ risks. The joint nev-
er gets closed, also thanks to the
large numbers of ordinary citi-
zens trained to holler “socialism”
every time the government tries
to set a ground rule. A satanic be-
lief in the rightness of free mar-
kets to punish the unsophisticat-
ed almost halted the creation of a
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau.

Canada has long had its Con-
sumer Financial Agency, which
stops the craziest of lending
practices. Canada regulates
mortgage terms so that borrow-

ers — be they greedy, reckless or
plain suckers — are less likely to
crumple when, sometime down
the road, an interest rate jumps.

Yell all you want about Amer-
icans who borrowed beyond
their means. Canada had rules
that stopped people from bor-
rowing beyond their means. As a
result, Canada was spared a
U.S.-style housing bubble fed in
part by the ability of little people
to borrow big and use the money
to bid up home prices.

By the way, Canadian home

prices rose almost 14 percent in
May from a year earlier. And the
World Economic Forum now
ranks Canada’s banking system
the safest on Earth.

There are differences in the
two countries’ situations that do
give Canada an advantage. One
is Canada’s enormous wealth of
natural resources, oil being one.
Another is the U.S. role as keeper
of global security — a job that
other countries are all-too-
pleased to give us. This greatly
cuts the amount Canada must

spend on its defense.
But Canada’s smart govern-

ment regulation is its own cre-
ation. That may make it harder
for a few financial wizards to
score a quick fortune, but it
keeps the economy on an even
keel. Merchants, manufacturers
and other economic players
don’t have their customers haul-
ing off huge cartloads of stuff
one year and then filing for bank-
ruptcy the next. They can plan
for the future.

Canada’s health-care system
likewise makes budgeting for
operating expenses far more
predictable for employers. The
Canadian single-payer system is
not my health-care ideal. I prefer
the multi-payer setup in France
— or the emerging American
health-care system, if the re-
forms can control costs. But the
vast majority of Canadians are
content with their medical care.

So how are Canadian busi-
nesses doing these days relative
to ours? It’s true that the Stan-
dard & Poor’s index of 500 large
U.S. companies has done pretty
well this year. But the Toronto
exchange’s index of large-cap
Canadian stocks did 27 percent
better.

Periodic booms and busts
don’t have to be Americans’ fate.
Some people get very rich off
them. But for ordinary folk, slow
and steady wins the race. Sup-
port for letting government in-
stall some speed bumps to en-
hance their financial stability has
left Canadians fat and happy. We
could live the same way.

Froma Harrop is a member of The
Journal’s editorial board and a
syndicated columnist.

Government regulation made Canada fat and happy
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Canada’s legislature on Parliament Hill, in Ottawa

FROMA HARROP

WASHINGTON

A
merica is awash coast-to-coast in fights
over the building of new mosques. The
best known dust up is in New York,
where for some unfathomable reason,

the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion cleared the way to take down a historic
160-year-old building to build a mosque. Back-
ers propose a building as high as 15 stories
called Park51 that will house a mosque and a
community center for Muslims and members
of other faiths, says The New York Times.

My opposition to Park 51 is based on the fact
that no historic building remaining in Manhat-
tan (or any other major city anywhere) should
be torn down to make way for new develop-
ment. Instead, as is often done in Washington
and elsewhere, historic facades should be pre-
served. Any historic building should be allowed
to live on at least in part as a landmark to teach
city dwellers about the history of their towns.

Historic-preservation motives aside, most
opposition to Park 51has to do with its location
about two blocks from Ground Zero. With
nerves still raw, the stunning insensitivity of the
developers and backers of the development
(New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg and the
Jewish Anti-Defamation League included) are
suffering a severe bout of verbal pistol-whip-
ping from opponents of the new mosque. A
new Marist poll shows 53 percent of New York-
ers oppose a mosque at the proposed site.

Opposition would undoubtedly be less if the
mosque were built uptown or in another bor-
ough. There are 1,900 mosques in the U.S., ac-
cording to The Times, many in New York City.
But protests against proposed mosques are
growing more vocal from Temecula, Calif., to
Sheboygan, Wis., to Murfreesboro, Tenn. And
the question is being debated: Do Muslims
have the same rights as members of other reli-
gious orders to build houses of worship?

Many civil libertarians and liberals believe
that anti-Islamic protesters are bigots who have
no right to deny Muslims equal protection of
the law or freedom of religious expression un-
der the Constitution. Students of U.S. history
say bias existed against the nation’s early Cath-
olics, Baptists and Jews, but ultimately we all
assimilated. They hope the same will happen as
immigrant Muslims assimilate into American
society. But I think there is much more to the
debate over Middle Eastern Islam.

It goes without saying that Islam, like Chris-
tianity and even Judaism, comes in different
forms. Muslims, like Christians and Jews, are
for the most part peace-loving people.

But if one refers to the Bible’s Old and New
Testaments, one will not find anywhere near
the number of solicitations to violence that one
finds in the Koran. According to the Web site
faithfacts.org: “While violence in the Koran is
sometimes for self-defense; at other times it is
open-ended. Many passages in the Koran ex-
hort Muslims to hate or kill or terrorize infidels
[non-Muslims] wherever they find them. Yes,
the Bible has its share of violence as well, par-
ticularly in the Old Testament [but incitements
to violence] in the Bible are each a particular
limited circumstance in time, for a particular
purpose established by God. But in the Koran,
we encounter general commands to kill and de-
stroy the enemies of Islam that are applicable
for all times and places and people groups."

As a matter of national security, the U.S. has
no practical way to distinguish between the ma-
jority of peace-loving Muslims and the minority
who see it as their God-given mission to kill
“the enemy.” Given that we are funding two
major anti-terrorism wars and driving our-
selves to bankruptcy in the process, people who
fear the establishment of mosques in their
neighborhoods have valid concerns that civil
libertarians are ignoring.

I am not saying in any way, shape or form
that I would join their protest marches. But I
think to dismiss them as a bunch of misguided
bigots is an act we could easily live to regret.

Bonnie Erbe (bonnieerbe@CompuServe.com) is a
TV host and a columnist at Scripps Howard News
Service.

Mosque’s critics
merit a hearing

BONNIE ERBE
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T
his summer I became a Republican
after long being a Democrat. The
fact that I am a Hispanic Democrat
who became a Hispanic Republi-

can seemed noteworthy to some, especially
in heavily Democratic Rhode Island.

Interest from friends and colleagues in
my Republican affiliation gained momen-
tum on Aug. 10, when Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid of Nevada told Hispanic
supporters in Las Vegas, “I don’t know how
anyone of Hispanic heritage could be a Re-
publican. Do I need to say more?”

Having just struggled with that decision,
I found myself compelled to react.

Why is it that Democratic leaders rele-
gate certain ethnic groups to the “file under
assumed” category of support? Since when
did my Hispanic heritage automatically
brand me with a presumed political ideol-
ogy?

My Republican tendencies really came
to the forefront a year ago after watching
debates on health care and budget deficits
play out on the local and national media. It
caused me to rethink my Democratic affili-
ation, as I watched that party go far beyond
its traditional approach to governance.

I sat at my computer and generated two
lists: “Democrat” and “Republican,” listing
the basic, core principles of each ideology.
As I worked my way through the lists, it
was clearly laid out in front of me: smaller
government, family networks, free mar-
kets, personal responsibility of the indivi-
dual, etc.

Still, in spite of the obvious, I deferred
any decision for a later date.

A few months later, a lengthy discussion
with my 30-year-old nephew concerning
the national debt his children will inherit
finalized my decision. Hearing myself ex-

pound conservative principles to him, I
knew it was time to make an appointment
with Republican Party Chairman Gio Ci-
cione to discuss my new party affiliation.
“Soy Republicana” — I am Republican.

I was a Hispanic Republican in one of
the bluest states in the country. Although
this would make for interesting conversa-
tion in Rhode Island, my revelation would
not surprise my Texas family.

As a fourth generation Mexican-Amer-
ican, I learned through my extended family
the value of hard work, self-sufficiency,
and the freedom to form our own opinions.
This is an extended family where both
Democrats and Republicans are re-
presented. This is the same extended fami-
ly with distinctly differing views on immi-
gration. While my mother would aid illegal
Mexican immigrants in crossing the bor-
der, my paternal grandmother and aunts
complained loudly about illegals. This is
the family where differing opinions on gov-
ernment, education, political candidates
and immigration coexisted but were re-
spected.

My politically active grandmother in-
structed me that my vote was not to be
taken for granted by any party. It was she
who taught me to vote for the candidates
who shared the cultural principles I was
raised with — family, hard work, educa-
tion, tradition, respect for law, pride in mil-
itary service, etc. I was directed to choose
candidates by the issues and not their eth-
nic heritage. As a result, my family re-
ceived my Republican news with casual in-

terest but no real surprise.
Which brings me back to Harry Reid’s

statement: “I don’t know how anyone of
Hispanic heritage could be a Republican.”
The reality is that Hispanics can be as di-
verse as everyone else living in our coun-
try. There are liberal Hispanics and conser-
vative Hispanics. Hispanics aren’t identi-
fied solely with one philosophy or political
party. To assume that Hispanics in our
country must have one single voice negates
the diversity within the community and our
right to form our own opinions.

I must admit that I was surprised that
the party that had been described to me for
years by Democrats as closed-minded and
monolithic was really the only place where
my diverse opinions were welcome. I was
amazed that Republicans who may have
disagreed with some of my political beliefs
still welcomed me as a compatriot and
even more so welcomed my voice to the
debate. As the Democrats chased me away
with their economic train wreck and their
culture of dependency on government, the
Republicans welcomed me with open
arms.

This summer, this American of Hispanic
descent became a Republican. I am a proud
Hispanic Republican by virtue of my family
inheritance, which does not follow pre-
scribed party lines. Harry Reid, it’s time to
open your eyes, and your mind, and add a
proud Hispanic to the “Republican” catego-
ry. Yo soy Republicana.

Sandy Riojas writes from Providence.

Democrats, Harry Reid wrong to pigeonhole Hispanics
SANDY RIOJAS

Automotive
old wives’ tale

Not all of Morieka John-
son’s advice in her Sept. 1
“Being Green” column,
“Here’s how to save a little
gas while driving your chil-
dren around,” is good. Ms.
Johnson says you should
“warm up” a cold car before
hitting the road, but that’s an
old wives’ tale which far too
many people believe — there-
by causing wasted fuel and
excessive engine wear.

If you want expert opinion
on this, I recommend going to
CarTalk.com and searching
under “Do cars need to warm
up?”

You will find the answer is
emphatically “No!” unless it’s
bitterly cold outside (less than
20 degrees Fahrenheit).

Mark Wimbush
Kingston

A wonderful theater
We spend so much time

and energy enumerating all
the things that are wrong with
Rhode Island that I’d like to
take a moment to applaud a
little gem of Rhode Island —
the 2nd Story Theater, in

Warren.
The other night my wife,

daughter and I attended the
closing performance of “The
Foreigner.” The performers
and production values were
top-notch! My wife and I had
seen several productions of
this rollicking comedy before,
but it was the first exposure
for our 14-year-old daughter.
Taking after her father, she
was rocking in her seat, clap-
ping her hands and adoring
every moment.

To Ed Shea and everyone
involved with the production,
many thanks. You lifted our
spirits and reminded us that
there is much good in Rhode
Island if you just leave your
heart and mind open to see it.
In the words of Charlie, the

charming foreigner, “Blazney,
blazney.”

James S. Sulanowski
Cranston

10 years of indifference
Regarding the Sept. 6 Com-

mentary column by James G.
Hagan (“Providence’s embar-
rassing train station”): I would
not only agree with his assess-
ment of the conditions of the
facility but would also would
like to point out that the clock
tower has not had the correct
time for at least 10 years — if
the clock works at all.

Robert J. McBride
Providence

R.I.’s self-proclaimed
leaders should lead

When our self-proclaimed
“leaders” in the Rhode Island
General Assembly can’t con-
trol their own demands for
benefits, are unwilling to cut
staff and expenses, and dis-
play, on the part of many
members, an absence of re-
sponsiveness to the obvious
needs of their constituents,
how can they criticize others
for following their example?
The political elite of Rhode

Island refer to themselves as
leaders. Okay, then lead,
which means setting an ex-
ample that people will respect.

We’ve been living in a
world of “do what I say, not
what I do” here in Rhode
Island. Real leadership occurs
by example and not by talk.
Everyone down to the small-
est school child knows this.

So stop the talking and act.
Those who call themselves
leaders, at an absolute mini-
mum, need to pay as much for
their benefits and health in-
surance as others are being
asked to do. They need to

reduce their own staff and
numerous privileges and
perks. They need to stop
placing friends and relatives
on the public payroll. They
need to observe the open-
meetings and open-records
laws. And they need to start to
act independently and in the
best interests of their constitu-
ents and the people of Rhode
Island rather than for the
benefit of those with access,
privilege, or with a personal
or interest group agenda —
or, the most blatant of all,
acting in their own self-in-
terest.

The ship of state would
right itself in very short order
if the people who call them-
selves leaders were really
leading. They are not, and the
results can be blamed on no
one but themselves and the
voters who let this situation
persist because they will not
face the facts about their own
politicians, leaders in name
only.

J. William W. Harsch
Jamestown

The writer is a former federal and
state official and a lawyer.
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G
uess what, guys? We are
reading ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’ by
Shakespeare!”

I immediately heard a projec-
tion of moans and groans from ev-
ery student in my Summerbridge
class. “Come on, ya’ll, are you seri-
ous?” “ Dat’s whack.” It was al-
most as if the class had rehearsed
its dramatic reaction.

Quite frankly, I was nervous
about teaching Shakespeare. It
had been three years since I had
read this play in my eighth grade
class. Was I really qualified to
teach a room full of students? I
faced an immediate challenge.
How was I going to make Shake-
speare relevant to 13 uninterested
seventh graders?

This was not my first challenge
as a Summerbridge teacher. The
first two weeks were an adven-
ture, as my team teacher, Dan, and
I struggled with each other as well
as with lesson plans and student
dynamics. Bridging the gap be-
tween Shakespeare and our 21st
Century students was just one
more hurdle.

I did some more research online
and came across a company called
THSC (the Hip-Hop Shakespeare
Company). I clicked on its link and
came across a headline, “If Shake-
speare was alive . . . would he be a
rapper?” I was hooked. I scrolled
down the Web site and was aston-
ished at how similar our motives
were. We both wanted to excite
students about reading Shake-
speare in an innovative, entertain-

ing way. I thought to myself, why
not have our students come up
with a rap about “Midsummer
Night’s Dream?” They could write
a monologue, using iambic pen-
tameter, and choose a beat to rap
their verses to.

It was a creative idea, but I
wasn’t sure how our students

would respond. The first group,
Kareem and Nicole, tackled the
challenge of recreating a 10-line
monologue. I was especially wor-
ried about Kareem, who respond-
ed to the assignment with, “What?
We have to perform this? I don’t
rap, I just listen to music.” But Ka-
reem proved to be a natural lyri-

cist and had no trouble bringing
his words to life.

Another student, Joe, couldn’t
wait to get his hands on the plastic
microphone I had bought at a par-
ty store. He made us start the rap
beat twice, until he found a
rhythm to make Shakespeare
proud.

As I sat in the back of the class-
room, I was thrilled about what
was happening. William Shake-
speare was no longer some “high-
brow,” untouchable author. In this
Summerbridge classroom, Shake-
speare had become relevant to
these 11- and 12-year-olds. I was
grateful for the freedom Summer-
bridge provided me to create non-
traditional lesson plans.

Toward the end of the eight-
week program, I overheard stu-
dents actually say that Shake-
speare was their favorite author.
They no longer saw him as an an-
cient dead guy who spoke Elizabe-
than English, but as a modern day
Eminem.

While most students took a
break from school this summer,
we managed to introduce Mr.
Shakespeare to seventh graders
by connecting two distant points
in time, something that could only
have happened in a Summer-
bridge classroom.

Charlotte Platt is a junior at the
Wheeler School in Providence. She
taught at the Providence Summer-
bridge Program, a national nonprofit
organization that offers academic
enrichment programs for high-poten-
tial, under-served middle-school
students.

Introducing William Shakespeare as old-school Eminem
CHARLOTTE PLATT

L
et’s cut the baloney about jobs and rich
people’s taxes. If corporate profits auto-
matically turned into jobs for the little
folk, the unemployment rate would be

plummeting.
It happens that company earnings now ex-

ceed their lofty peaks of the housing boom. And
big-business balance sheets are sloshing with
cash. Corporate America’s decision to stick with
its current workforce is not for a lack of dough.

Companies don’t create jobs because they
have extra money jingling in their pockets. They
take on new workers when they want to expand,
and right now the demand’s not there to warrant
that growth. Corporations are in the business of
maximizing profits for the benefit of their man-
agers and shareholders. They’re not in the busi-
ness of creating jobs, and nor should we expect
them to be.

And so how should we respond to Republican
assertions that restoring Clinton-era income tax
rates for the richest 2 percent would destroy
jobs? We shouldn’t. They are irrelevant.

An employment policy based on further en-
riching the richest Americans — who may or
may not spend their wealth on job-creating ven-
tures — is like trying to feed chickens in the barn-
yard by dropping feed from an airplane. It’s far
more logical to focus tax cuts on activities that
are likely to expand American business.

That’s why President Obama’s proposal to
make the research-and-development tax credit
permanent — something many Republicans
have advocated — makes more sense. It would
give companies an incentive to spend their mon-
ey on their businesses.

But to politically sell this fixation on keeping
rich people’s taxes low, Republicans must con-
vince wage-earners that their jobs depend on en-
larging a few already huge personal fortunes.
Thus, House Minority Leader John Boehner, of
Ohio, characterizes the Obama plan to let
George W. Bush’s tax cuts for the top brackets
expire as “job-killing tax hikes.”

Republicansmadesimilarhystericalwarnings
when Clinton proposed raising taxes for the rich-
est 1 percent early in his administration.

“This is really the Dr. Kevorkian plan for our
economy,” Rep. Christopher Cox (R.-Calif.) said
in May 1993. “It will kill jobs, kill business and
yes, kill even the higher tax revenues that these
suicidal tax increasers hope to gain.” (Cox later
ran the Securities and Exchange Commission
under George W. Bush; we saw how well that
worked out.)

It didn’t quite turn out that way. America
gained a net 21 million jobs during Bill Clinton’s
two terms (against only 3 million during Bush’s).
Business investment was higher in the Clinton
years. The economy grew more, as did tax reve-
nues, and Clinton ended his presidency with a
budget surplus. Even the rich got richer under
Clinton, but most people didn’t seem to mind be-
cause everyone else was doing better too.

For years, the right has cultivated an air of ser-
vility in a fearful workforce. I want to know what
magic potion Republicans use to make so many
Americans assume that they are wards of the
rich.

Employers generally don’t take on workers as
a charitable gesture. They may be splendid hu-
man beings, but they hire you in the belief that
your sweat will contribute to the business’s bot-
tom line. The employer’s need for your labor and
your desire for a paycheck makes for a mutually
beneficial relationship. But it is not a one-way
street.

Americans generally don’t like class warfare.
So labeling any tax increase for upper incomes
as such is a time-honored way to bully the public
into silence. Actually, it’s not too much to ask the
top sliver –– whose wealth is running away from
that of even ordinary millionaires — to do more
to contain our soaring deficits.

If the rich get richer from a recovering econo-
my,andtheywill, thengoodfor them.But they’re
not owed tax cuts besides.

Froma Harrop is a member of The Journal’s editorial
board and a syndicated columnist.

Rich are not here
to give us jobs

FROMA HARROP
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W
e rarely read about good news in the
world of depression. But new studies sig-
nal hope on the horizon. Furthermore, a
depression trigger — divorce — appears

to be taking a downward turn. Although not consid-
ered contagious, depression appears to be a family
affair.

When one looks at marriage, divorce and infidel-
ity, as well as the birth of a child, it is interesting to
see that with both sad events and happy ones depres-
sion plays a role. While we know that depression in
marriage can signal divorce and infidelity, the exact
numbers are elusive.

Since depression is often centered around family
disintegration, here is some potentially good news.
The divorce rate per 1,000 married women sank to
16.4 in 2009 from 16.9 the year before and a far cry
from 22.6 in 1980, according to an analysis of the
data from National Marriage Project at the Universi-
ty of Virginia.

However, in the world of marriage and childbirth,
a new report contained surprising information. It is
not just mothers who suffer from post-partum de-
pression, but fathers as well. More than a third of
mothers and about a fifth of new fathers will be af-
fected within the first year. The study is slated for
November publication in the Archives of Pediatrics
& Adolescent Medicine, indicates that among new
parents 7.53 per 100 mothers per year and 2.69 per
100 new fathers will experience depression.

Until recently, depression was considered an
adult illness. About 20.9 million American adults, or
about 9.5 percent of the U.S. population age 18 and
older in a given year, have a mood disorder, accord-
ing to the National Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH). Now researchers are taking a closer look at
teens and even toddlers. Some reports are calling de-
pression in children a serious un-diagnosed illness.

One of the challenges facing the medical profes-
sion is with medication, which in addition to therapy
can effectively treat many forms of depression. With
the promising ketamine studies at Yale, it may be
that researchers are onto the magic bullet.

Ketamine traditionally has been used as a general
anesthetic for children, but a decade ago researchers
at the Connecticut Mental Health Center found that,
in lower doses, the drug seemed to give patients re-
lief from depression.

“While a small study was done in 2000, it was only
aftera largeconfirmationstudyatNIMHin2006 that
it started to catch hold,” said Ronald Duman, Ph.D., a
professor of psychiatry and pharmacology at Yale
and senior author of the newest paper published in
Science.

“It’s like a magic drug — one dose can work rap-
idly and last for seven to 10 days,” he added.

In the NIMH study almost 70 percent of patients
who were resistant to treatment with all other forms
of antidepressants were found to improve within
hours after receiving ketamine.

Despite the excitement regarding the medication,
it is not yet available for the general public. Dr. Du-
man cautioned that there are side-effects, such as
toxicity upon repeated dosages, but he added, “it can

produce dramatic effects — even for suicidality.
There is a huge need.”

However, some people are able to override diffi-
cult times even without therapy and medication. Can
it be that a drop in the divorce rate is signaling happi-
er marriages and may result in a drop in depression?

William Hurt Sledge, M.D., medical director of
Yale-New Haven Psychiatric Hospital, says, “Not
necessarily. Some people are not divorcing, who
wish they could, because of economic issues.” He ex-
plained: “As couples or people who mean something
to each other get stressed with this uncertain econo-
my, they become preoccupied inwardly. In the pro-
cess, they become relatively inaccessible, irritable
and unable to be as generous and generative. In oth-
er words, they get really grumpy and difficult. But
they may stay together, nonetheless, and make cer-
tain accommodating living arrangements. This can
trigger trapped feelings which might lead to depres-
sion,” he said, adding “On the other hand, during
times of stress and a bad economy, some people
reach out to each other and convey a sense that
whatever awful things happen, they will endure with
the good that they have.”

Mustering inward resources seems to be one fo-
cus of Gretchen Rubin’s book, “The Happiness Pro-
ject.” She now has a Web site of weekly happiness
tips, one minute movies, and advice on starting
groups for friends and family because “Happiness is
contagious.”

Rita Watson ( www.RitaWatson.com) a monthly contrib-
utor, is an associate fellow at Yale’s Ezra Stiles College.

Magic bullet for depression in pipeline
RITA WATSON

Shameful sentencing
Where is the justice in our

state when a person goes out
and robs a bank and receives
10 years — and another
individual who is driving
under the influence and
causes the death of an in-
nocent person receives a
sentence of only seven years?

Where is the justice in
that? The family of Katherine
O’Toole did not get the satis-
faction that it deserves.

The sentence did not fit
the crime!

Carl A. Newberg
Pawtucket

R.I. needs to drop
the class warfare

The Sept. 7 letter “R.I. can
boost economy by putting
tax on boats” exemplifies the
class warfare in Rhode Island
today — attitudes that ham-
per growth, advancement
and change.

Why are we so bothered
when others prosper? Why
are we unable to understand

how someone else’s pros-
perity helps others prosper?

A large population of
boaters in Portsmouth, New-
port or anywhere in Rhode
Island obviously generates
year-round income for all
neighboring communities. A
flourishing boating industry
also promotes statewide
industries with consequent
increased tax revenues. Get
the opinions of restaurant
owners, boat builders, dock-
workers, mechanics, fuel
suppliers, transportation
workers, airport employees,
retailers, realtors, hotel work-
ers and others who feed their

families with income gener-
ated by the boating industry.

Look what happened
with the 1991 federal luxury
tax on new boats.

Instead of raising reve-
nue, the tax put people out
of work, shifted construc-
tion overseas and cost mil-
lions of dollars in lost corpo-
rate and personal income
taxes, along with increasing
costs for unemployment
compensation.

Rhode Island’s economy
will never provide a vast
array of jobs for our children
until we shed attitudes and
policies that shun stability
and growth in the private
sector. Let us not hinder
private entrepreneurship in
our state since it benefits all
of us.

If the boating industry in
Portsmouth and the rest of
our state does well, all Rhode
Islanders do well.

ROGER LAVOIE
MARIAM LAVOIE

West Warwick

Outmoded passages
from the Bible

Apparently, David R. Car-
lin of Newport believes
Rhode Island Catholics aren’t
able to think for themselves
(“Transforming R.I.,” letter,
Aug. 24).

In response to Marriage
Equality of Rhode Island’s
poll showing that 63 percent
of Rhode Catholics favor
same-sex marriage, he states:
“Most Rhode Island Catholics
don’t realize that the push for
same-sex marriage is part of
a larger project aimed at
de-Christianizing American
culture and transforming the
United States into an es-
sentially atheistic nation.” If I
were a practicing Catholic,
I’d be insulted at his insinua-
tion of what I may or may
not realize.

Isn’t it funny that the Cath-
olic religion has abandoned
many tenets of the Bible,
such as “an eye for an eye,”
slavery, etc., yet it fiercely
holds onto its anti-homosexu-
al-marriage beliefs?

Maybe some Catholics
simply believe that, since the
church has abandoned so
many other archaic practices
of the Bible, it’s time to let go
of this one as well.

Mark Poirier
Pawtucket

Test the test
Regarding “Science scores

up, but minors, poor students
lag,” (news, Sept. 19): I would
like to see a study of the test
itself. Were questions missed
because the subjects were
not covered or not covered
properly? Was it a reading
problem so that questions
were not understood? Were
questions designed to test
basic knowledge or to show
how clever the designer was
— as so often happens?

Publication of the most
frequently missed questions
in the Journal would give
your readers an idea of
where our students are miss-
ing out.

Saul Ricklin
Bristol

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To our readers
Send letters and op-ed
submissions to Letters to
the Editor, The Providence
Journal, 75 Fountain St.,
Providence, R.I. 02902, or
via letters@projo.com. When
referring to pieces that have
appeared in The Journal,
please give the date and the
headline of the piece. We
much prefer letters shorter
than 250 words.

S
mall businesses, key
growth-oriented employ-
ment sectors and our lo-
cal communities are the

lifeblood of Rhode Island’s econo-
my. Supporting their growth and
success isat theheartof thestate’s
bold economic-development vi-
sion and our efforts to lead New
England in sustainable job and in-
dustry growth.

Since becoming executive di-
rector of the Rhode Island Eco-
nomic Development Corporation
last January, I have met with may-
ors, Chambers of Commerce,
small-business owners and indus-
try leaders across the state. I have
heard their issues and concerns
first-hand. Their voice has helped
shape a new RIEDC board of di-
rectors that includes some of the
state’s top business, labor, higher-

education and civic leaders and a
realignment of RIEDC resources
to better meet the needs of today’s
business climate. With support
from the governor and the Gener-
al Assembly, we set out to tackle
some of the most pressing eco-
nomic challenges facing our local
communities and businesses.

I’m proud to report that we’ve
made significant progress toward
creating an atmosphere of oppor-
tunity for small businesses and in-
novative industries and sparked
the early stages of Rhode Island’s
economic revitalization. These ef-
forts have included a variety of ini-
tiatives designed to support busi-
ness growth in both traditional
and innovative job sectors, and to
improve access to capital.

This summer, Gov. Donald
Carcieri stood shoulder-to-shoul-
derwith theRIEDCandlegislative
and business leaders to sign into

law an unprecedented legislative
package that has made it easier to
do business in Rhode Island by
cutting government “red tape”
and removing the barriers that sti-
fle the establishment and growth
of small business.

With key support from Senate
President M. Teresa Paiva Weed,
the new laws brought about com-
prehensive regulatory reform that
let the RIEDC to establish an Of-
fice of Regulatory Reform aimed
at improving and streamlining
regulatory and permitting proce-
dures.Thisoffice includesanewly
created small-business ombuds-
man tasked with shepherding in-
dividual companies through the
sometimescumbersomelocaland
state approval process.

In addition to these business-
friendly initiatives, the state’s
comprehensive economic-growth
strategy involves fostering oppor-

tunities at the local level. After
hearing from local officials across
the state, it became clear that the
RIEDC must play a more active
role indirectlyassisting localcom-
munities to develop economic
plans that will expand their tax
base and provide more quality job
opportunities for their residents.
As part of this effort, the RIEDC is
realigning its functions to focuson
local community-development
and economic-capacity building.

Our commitment to support lo-
cal communities is demonstrated
by our efforts to help Narragan-
sett develop a town-wide econom-
ic-development plan and our sup-
port of the Blackstone River Bike-
way through Pawtucket and Cen-
tral Falls to serve as an alternative
mode of transportation, a recre-
ational facility and an economic-
development draw for commut-
ers.

The RIEDC has also formulat-
ed an office- and industrial-site
development and technical-assis-
tance plan. The plan defines the
state’s commercial real-estate
needs and identifies the best loca-
tions for future development. The
RIEDC is working with local com-
munities to build an online data-
base of desirable commercial real
estate tobettermarket thoseprop-
erties and identify potential
growth areas.

During my statewide listening
tours, the business community al-
so made it clear that the current
lending crunch continues to ham-
per financing of job-creation pro-
jects. With House Speaker Gor-
don Fox’s leadership, Rhode Is-
land stepped in to help businesses
gain access to private growth cap-
ital and credit.

One of my immediate priorities
was to work with the General As-
sembly to increase the funding
cap for the RIEDC’s Industrial
Recreational Building Authority
program to $60 million from $20
million. Since1983, IRBA has pro-
vided loan guarantees totaling
more than $78 million for 36 tradi-
tional investment projects to help
companies finance new buildings,
machinery and equipment. This
year,CapcoSteelusedacombina-
tion of programs, including IRBA,
to access credit to support the
company’s expansion and job
growth.

The General Assembly also
passed the Job Creation Guaranty
Program to complement IRBA.
The program authorizes the
RIEDC to guarantee up to $125
million in private loans to innova-
tive, technology-based companies
with primarily intellectual-proper-
ty assets to help them create per-
manent, high-paying, full-time
jobs.

So far this year, the RIEDC has
helped facilitate more than $27
million in business-expansion
capital through our broad portfo-
lio of financing programs. For ex-
ample, the RIEDC’s Small Busi-
ness Loan Fund has let such di-
verse businesses as Hudson’s Dry
Cleaning, Zoom Lighting, Mill
Creek Marine, Pilgrim Screw and
Rhode Island Carbide Tool Co.
buy equipment and obtain work-
ing-capital loans. Calise Bakery
and Parmatech-Proform have
grown by tapping the Rhode Is-
land Industrial Facilities Corpora-
tion program.

Since 2008, the RIEDC’s Re-
newable Energy Fund has sup-
ported 39 clean-energy projects
with almost $7 million in funding.
One such example is Pawtucket-
based Bio-Detek which is using
REF funding to install a solar en-
ergy system that will reduce the
medical-device company’s elec-
tricity costs by 35 percent.

REF has also funded a collab-
orative, utility-scale, renewable-
energy plan for nine East Bay re-
gion communities that could
serve as a statewide model. As a
result, wind-energy production
has been identified as one of the
top development possibilities for
the new industrial park in Tiver-
ton that will further expand the in-
dustrial-site opportunities in
southeastern Rhode Island.

As the RIEDC continues to im-
plementastatewideeconomic-de-
velopment strategy to create jobs
and support innovation, we want
to hear from you. Our experi-
enced staff of financial and busi-
ness-development experts is
available to discuss how we can
help your community, your com-
pany or your idea grow. Forging a
vibrant business environment re-
quires strategic planning and co-
operation, but most importantly, it
relies on the success of one com-
pany, one community, one entre-
preneur at a time. The RIEDC is
committed to supporting those
successes every day.

Keith W. Stokes is executive director
of the Rhode Island Economic Devel-
opment Corporation.

A vision for economic development in Rhode Island
KEITH W. STOKES

S
wedish voters have re-elected their cen-
ter-right prime minister, and that has
caused rejoicing among my right-wing
colleagues. “Sweden votes for tax cuts,

privatization and deregulation,” a Wall Street
Journal editorial proclaims. “It’s time the world
started imitating the Scandinavian — or at least
the Swedish — economic model.”

Know what? I agree! Sweden was rather ex-
treme in its high taxes, intrusion into business
affairs and extravagant benefits. Thus, the gov-
ernment of Fredrik Reinfeldt was right to re-
duce some of those crushing levies. It was right
to privatize the maker of Absolut spirits. (Why
on earth should the state be running a vodka
company?) And it was right to end some cushy
early-retirement deals.

But The WSJ’s cute promotion of the “Swed-
ish model” — something it normally abhors —
steers clear of some key facts that might con-
fuse readers. Some overly generous benefits
have been trimmed, but no one is messing with
the beloved health-care system.

Furthermore, the top income tax rate in Swe-
den remains almost 60 percent. Despite having
the second highest taxes in the industrialized
world (after Demark), Sweden enjoys the
fastest-growing economy in Western Europe.

Americans wouldn’t tolerate income tax
rates anywhere near Sweden’s. But it’s non-
sense to insist, as Republicans do, that letting
tax rates for the richest 2 percent rise modestly
would drive a dagger into the heart of our eco-
nomic recovery.

Speaking of Republicans, why don’t they
copy the campaign vow that helped Reinfeldt
win re-election?

“We won’t promise any more tax cuts for
2011,” he said. “The room for reform that exists
should be used for spending on the core of wel-
fare, on education and health care.”

Reinfeldt said that he would like to cut taxes
further, but not at the expense of raising def-
icits. During the campaign, his finance minister,
Anders Borg, added that the government in-
tends to run a budget surplus before proposing
more tax relief. Happily, a budget surplus may
come next year.

Imagine that, politicians who treat the voters
like adults. They tell the people that if they want
tax cuts, they must lower spending first. There
is no free lunch.

Contrast this message with the Republican
happy-hour promise of lower taxes combined
with no specifics on spending cuts of any signif-
icance. Republicans couldn’t even get behind
reducing the overpayments to insurance com-
panies in Medicare, and now they’re talking real
big about slashing government.

Meanwhile, they make great sport of calling
President Obama a socialist. Obama is barely a
liberal. His health-care plan — less socialistic
than Medicare — should reduce budget deficits
and contain the medical costs that are bank-
rupting American business. Why would any
real conservatives object to that?

On public benefits, Reinfeldt’s center-right
Moderate Party stands well to the left of most
Democrats. But on fiscal matters, it’s far more
conservative than most Republicans.

Reinfeldt is basically following the sort of
Paygo rules adopted by the current U.S. Con-
gress. Paygo requires that all new programs be
paid for and that tax cuts be offset by reductions
in spending.

In 2002, the Republican Congress let the Pay-
go rules die. That let them and the Republican
White House cut taxes and enact a very expen-
sive Medicare drug benefit without paying for a
cent of it. It took a Democratic-controlled to re-
store Paygo.

Today’s Republicans are peddling the same
free lunch as last decade’s Republicans. That
makes the fiscally conservative part of me shud-
der at the thought of another GOP takeover.

But let me briefly join the “conservative” Wall
Street Journal in toasting the new Swedish
model, and with this promise: If the WSJ should
promote the model’s sense of fiscal responsibili-
ty, I will take the quote marks off the word “con-
servative.’’

Froma Harrop is a member of The Journal’s editorial
board and a syndicated columnist.

Yes, we’ll take the
Swedish model

FROMA HARROP
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A
ny day now, after French authorities review
street-surveillance tapes, they might come to
take me back to Europe to atone for my mis-
deeds.

The violations occurred this month on a once-in-a-
lifetime trip to Europe, which I had promised myself
after getting my daughters through college and each
on her own. Fran Ringle led the Bank Midwest group
of10 from Kansas and Missouri on a flight to Barcelo-
na, Spain, where we boarded the Norwegian Jade
cruise ship, our lodgings.

The boat took us to Monte Carlo, Monaco; Livor-
no, Civitavecchia and Naples, Italy; and Palma de
Majorca, Spain; then back to Barcelona. I took guid-
ed tours of Cannes and Nice, in France; Pisa and the
Leaning Tower, Rome, the Vatican, and Pompeii, in
Italy; and Barcelona, Palma and Valldemossa, in
Spain.

I found trouble in Cannes.
The tour guide led us from the bus across a square

and past a McDonald’s Restaurant.
Yes, Mickey D’s is one among many U.S. corpora-

tions whose fast-food stops litter Europe. Crowds
speaking many different languages filled the places
seeking what some people like me try to avoid.

I told two vacationing flight attendants about it.
They said I should rethink my disdain for U.S. fast-
food restaurants on foreign soil because they infuse
American standards into communities that otherwise
wouldn’t provide them.

That includes customer service and public rest-
rooms. The flight attendants had gone to see Pope
Benedict XVI when he was in Barcelona that week
and were saved by Burger King’s toilets. The Cannes
tour guide walked us along old, narrow streets to
places where merchants awaited and then she left us
to wander and do what tourists do best — eat, drink
and shop. I’m not a shopper, so I wandered the streets
as others entered shops and cafés.

It wasn’t long before I realized that I needed a pub-
lic restroom. But to my surprise, there was no open
can in Cannes. The cute little French restaurants
didn’t offer any. Civilized people take care of that be-

fore entering. Not even the nearby McDonald’s could
help me. All of the space was crowded with people at
tables. I asked a man who was sweeping the streets
for help, but I used what limited French I could re-
member from high school and college.

The French worker launched into a friendly dis-
sertation pointing straight and then to the right, back
straight and then left indicating I had blocks to go
before finding relief. The only problem was I didn’t
understand a word.

Afterward I followed a California family from the
tour group. They looked as if they had heard the same
call of nature that I did. They went into the McDo-
nald’s and exited just as frustrated as I had been.

However, they were directed to a large white kiosk
near the street. It could have been labeled a “pee-osk”
because it was the Cannes version of a Port-a-Potty,
only six times as large.

It was a one-holer for one person, per 50-cent euro
coin. But two of the women entered. No doubt, street
cameras recorded the violation.

When they were done, one woman opened the
door. But before the other could finish washing her
hands, the automated sliding door started to close
and would have locked the second woman inside.

But I grabbed the door and forced it back open.
The family was grateful and told me I was welcomed
to enjoy the public toilet on their coin.

I gladly accepted. But no sooner had I begun to use
the facility than a sensor must have picked up that I
was in there without paying. So before I was done,
the sliding door started to open to expose my crime to
all of France.

Then the toilet began to retract, beginning a self-
cleaning process. And if that wasn’t enough, a loud
alarm sounded. Definitely, it was time for me to exit. I
slipped around the side of the big-box bathroom and
darted across the street, hoping no highly offended
French police would follow.

The tour bus came soon afterward, whisking away
this lawbreaker. The experience left me with a new
appreciation of the traveling treasures that I’d taken
for granted in the greatest country on earth.

Lewis W. Diuguid (Ldiuguid@kcstar.com) is a member of
The Kansas City Star’s editorial board.

Necessity leads to inadvertent crime
LEWIS W. DIUGUID

An offal election
For all those political junk-

ies aspiring to win a congres-
sional seat two years from
now, the past election provid-
ed an excellent primer whose
use would almost certainly
guarantee victory.

These lessons include:
vowing to engage in obstruc-
tion and gridlock if elected;
demonizing your opponent
with outrageous commercials
and blogs laced with lies and
innuendos; proposing to raise
the retirement age; promising
to balance the budget by
extending $700 billion in tax
cuts to the top 2 percent of
the richest Americans while
cutting social services, in-
cluding the repeal of universal
health care and cuts to Social
Security benefits for the mid-
dle class; and campaigning as
a cartoon character rejecting
such accepted dogmas as
evolution and global warm-
ing. Undoubtedly devious
minds in the “party of no”
could add many more lessons
to that primer.

Does this sound far-
fetched? Not at all. On Nov. 2
the Republican Party and its
stepchild Tea Party cast all of
the above putrid bait into the
electoral waters. This offal
was swallowed hook, line and

sinker by a largely comatose
electorate.

Anthony D’ Abrosca
West Warwick

Chafee, taxes
and abortion

On Nov. 22, The Journal, in
“Political Scene,” reported
that Rhode Island Gov.-elect
Lincoln Chafee was on the
board of the pro-abortion
group NARAL. The article
also indicated that his nomi-
nee for director of administra-
tion, Richard Licht, was the
chairman of this same nation-
al organization, which pro-
motes abortion.

We already know that
Chafee has proposed an in-
crease in the state sales taxes
and now it appears he will

also be promoting an increase
in abortions. This translates to
fewer people paying higher
taxes — a great moral and
economic strategy if ever
there was one.

Kevin McDevitt
East Greenwich

Republican outsourcers
On Sept. 28, U.S. Senate

Republicans, with the backing
of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, blocked a vote on a
bill to repeal tax breaks for
companies that outsource
jobs overseas, and then im-
port products.

This is not only a slap in
the face to anyone worried
about his or her job being
outsourced or has had it out-
sourced overseas.

This is payback for the
donations that overseas busi-
nesses such as the leading IT
firms in India and oil compa-
nies in the Middle East are
funneling to groups like the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
to pay for ads attacking the
Democrats who stood up for
American jobs. At the same
time, the Chamber of Com-
merce continues to withhold
information on who financed
its millions of dollars of attack
ads. We are at a time when

millions of Americans are
unemployed due to no fault of
their own.

Wayne L. Hirst
North Scituate

Westerly’s perilous
homeless shelter

I am writing this letter as a
result of Senators Sheldon
Whitehouse’s and Jack Reed’s
blatant disregard for indivi-
duals with mental and/or
physical disabilities.

Why would I say such a
thing? Because they have
endorsed and funded a plan
for the WARM organization,
based in Westerly, to place
disabled families and children
directly above a 70-seat soup
kitchen and next door to an
adjoining homeless shelter —
the homeless shelter made
famous by harboring one of
America’s most wanted child
predators.

Here is a sobering summa-
ry of 1,454 police calls, over a
five-year period, coming from
the Norwich, Conn., soup
kitchen and shelter, one that
is similar in size to WARM’s
planned soup kitchen and
shelter:

• Disturbances (209 calls)
• Intoxication (169 calls)
• Suspicious activity (117

calls)
• Medical calls (140 calls)
• Fight in progress (17

calls)
• Persons assaulted (14)
• Attempted suicides (8)
• Wanted person (2)
• Sex offense (l)
• Person armed (1)
I don’t think we should

wait for someone to be vic-
timized at WARM’s proposed
70-seat soup kitchen and
homeless shelter. If a disabled
person or child is victimized
at this location, rest assured,
the blame would be laid di-
rectly on the senators’ door-
steps for advocating and
funding WARM’s ridiculous
plan. It will, without a doubt,
put mentally and physically
disabled families with chil-
dren in harm’s way.

Charles L. Marsh Sr.
Westerly

No right to a job
I was browsing projo.com

on July 8 and saw a picture of
the Ocean State Action rally
held at Providence City Hall.
A youth was sitting next to a
sign that read, “A job is a
right.”

Since when is having a job
a right? Everyone has a right
to apply for a job. Everyone

has a right to be equally
weighed for the hiring of a
job.

However, no one has the
right to have a job. Getting a
job is a privilege. It is a perk
for qualifying by education or
training in a trade, as well as
being a privilege of citizen-
ship or work visa. Nothing in
the federal or state constitu-
tions gives anyone a right to a
job; they only ensure equal
opportunity to get a job.
There is a significant differ-
ence.

As many unemployed
people can undoubtedly tell
us, the pool of workers for
the few jobs available is so
great that employers are
getting a wider array of tools
to pick and choose the type
of workforce they want work-
ing for them.

When people start to real-
ize that very few things are
going to be automatically
given to them, maybe they
will start to understand that
education, experience, work
ethic and moral behavior
become even more important
to holding down a steady job.

If people want a job, they
have to earn it, not expect it
to be given automatically.

Ken Norman
Providence
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A
very exciting internation-
al design competition is
under way in Providence
to select a pedestrian

bridge that will replace the Route
195 highway bridge spanning the
Providence River. The bridge will
be a path connecting Fox Point
and College Hill to downtown, the
Jewelry District and the emerging
Knowledge District.

It will be a direct and seamless
link creating a pedestrian and
bike path from India Point Park
through two new waterfront
parks to be developed as part of
the Iway relocation project into
downtown and beyond.

The bridge will also be much
more than a path; it will be a land-
mark destination and attraction
for residents and visitors. It will be
a lively gathering place for infor-
mal interaction and more formal
events and activities.

The competition is a shining
moment for Providence that
builds on work done over the past
two years. In early 2009 the Provi-
dence Foundation and the city in-
vited Project for Public Spaces
(PPS) to engage stakeholders to
develop a preliminary program
for the waterfront parks and pe-
destrian bridge and to provide
best practices for managing vi-
brant and successful public spac-
es. PPS held focus groups with ar-
ea private developers, city staff,

the project engineers and design-
ers, community-group represen-
tatives and local institutions to
discuss activating and managing
the spaces, and held a large public
workshop.

The themes that emerged from
that process mirror the principles
of creating a great waterfront —
designing for flexibility and
phased implementation, creating
active and passive recreation ar-
eas, programming seasonal uses
and connecting to other destina-
tions in Providence.

Since then, a Route 195 Pedes-
trian Bridge Committee — made

up of local architects, neighbor-
hood residents, staff from the
Rhode Island Transportation De-
partment and the city and private
business representatives — has
been advocating for constructing
the pedestrian bridge, helping to
determine the design and pro-
gramming concepts for the bridge
and initiating a “Friends of the
Bridge and Waterfront Parks”
that will partner with the city in
managing and maintaining these
important public spaces.

The committee decided to pro-
ceed with a design competition
and a selection committee was

formed. The cooperation, engage-
ment and interest in the competi-
tion have been extraordinary. In
September, 47 design teams from
Providence to Milwaukee and
Barcelona to Beijing submitted
their qualifications to be consid-
ered by the Selection Committee.

Eleven finalists were selected,
including two Rhode Island teams
and two international teams. The
design teams were given five
weeks to develop a creative, origi-
nal and inspired bridge design
that would contribute to the im-
age and identity of Providence
and meet the programming needs
of a variety of users.

Some of the other design objec-
tives were to integrate the bridge
with the two new waterfront
parks on the east and west sides of
the river and to maximize the user
experience on the bridge by creat-
ing unobstructed views of down-
town and surrounding areas. The
committee also requested innova-
tive approaches to construction to
ensure that the bridge is cost-ef-
fective.

The designs have been avail-
able to the public at City Hall and
online for the past few weeks. The
committee is considering public
comments on individual propos-
als, as well as on the overall pro-
cess. Some of the proposed de-
signs online have been viewed
more than 3,000 times. The public
interest and participation in this
process have been tremendous.
Also extraordinary is the coopera-
tion among the city, state, private
businesses, institutions and
neighborhood representatives.
The comments we’ve received
have been overwhelmingly posi-
tive about the process and prod-
ucts of the competition. We’ve al-
so begun a dialogue about the
strengths and weaknesses of each
of the designs, which represent a
diversity of design approaches
and architectural styles. The win-
ning design will be announced
soon.

Contrary to the view expressed
in The Journal on Nov. 11 by Da-
vid Brussat (“Fish foot-bridge
contest in Providence”), as mem-
bers of the Selection Committee
we’ve committed our time and en-
ergy to ensure that this competi-
tion is a fair, inclusive process that
engages the public and results in a
bridge that improves the image
and identity of the city.

Bonnie Nickerson is director of long-
range planning for the Providence
Department of Planning and Devel-
opment. She writes here on behalf of
the Providence River Pedestrian
Bridge Selection Committee: Jesse
Shefrin (chairman), Rhode Island
School of Design provost; Michael
Lewis, Rhode Island state trans-
portation director; Edward Sand-
erson, state historic-preservation
officer; Thomas Deller, Providence
planning director; Robert McMahon,
Providence parks superintendent;
Michael McCormick, assistant vice
president for for planning, design and
construction, Brown University;
Joseph DiBatista, Providence Foun-
dation representative; Michael Warn-
er, vice president, Rhode Island
Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects; Arthur Salisbury, vice
president, Jewelry District Associa-
tion and Ian Barnacle, president, Fox
Point Neighborhood Association.

Thoughtful process for Providence River foot bridge

— JOURNAL ARCHIVES

Moon bridge, Summer Palace, Beijing

BONNIE NICKERSON

M
ost Americans dislike class-warfare
talk aimed at rich people. It does not
follow that they don’t want the richest
among us to pay more taxes. Polls

show they do. That puts Democrats in the main-
streamonsuchmatters.ButDemocrats stillneed
a sophisticated way to discuss this, one that does
not rely on simple-minded formulations pitting a
“greedy rich” against an “oppressed poor.”

The angry electorate that just gave Democrats
a beating — largely middle class, largely white —
feels besieged by what it perceives as a freeload-
ing lower class. And many think of the poor as
dark people having children out of wedlock, liv-
ing off Food Stamps, spending years on welfare
and otherwise draining the productive members
of society, that is, themselves.

There’s little point in calling these folks racist.
Some surely are, but one doesn’t have to be ra-
ciallybiasedto feeluneasyat thesightofsomany
minority 16-year-olds with big bellies and no
prospect of marriage pushing strollers through
the mall. True, the “baby mama” phenomenon is
growing in white America, as well — look at Bris-
tol Palin’s star-studded single motherhood — but
it’s become the norm in many black and Hispan-
ic communities.

Our post-industrial economy no longer ac-
commodates high-school dropouts, and one of
the biggest drags on educational achievement is
a chaotic family life. Not recognizing the culture-
driven causes of poverty is intellectually dishon-
est and alienates middle-class voters coping with
their own economic anxieties.

As for the rich, liberals too often buy into the
false notion that great wealth must come at the
expense of others. For example, New York
Times columnist Nicholas Kristof recently lik-
ened the United States to a banana republic
where “the richest 1 percent of the population
gobbles up 20 percent of the national pie.”

But “the economy is not a national pie eating
contest,” as Dartmouth economist Andrew Sam-
wick smartly responded on the Capital Gains
and Games Web site. “The phrase casts income
as something that is consumed, not as something
that is produced.”

Meanwhile, most super-rich Americans com-
mitted no fraud in building their piles. “Do I feel
oppressed that I made Steve Jobs richer by buy-
ing an iPad?” Samwick asks. “Of course not.”

That doesn’t mean that billionaires should be
able to buy elections. It doesn’t mean that hedge-
fund managers deserve outrageous tax loop-
holes. It doesn’t mean that financiers should be
allowed to hobble Securities and Exchange
Commission rules and then demand taxpayer
bailouts when their risky deals collapse.

Anditdoesn’tmeanthat raising thesepeople’s
taxes to help reduce deficits is anything but a fine
idea. Taxes must go up, and the higher the in-
come, the less personal sacrifice in paying them.
That’s the reasoning behind our progressive in-
come-tax system. Any resulting “wealth redistri-
bution” is a byproduct.

Many conservatives have adopted an unpleas-
ant strain of servility toward the rich. (No, they
don’t hire us as a charitable gesture.) But liberals
shouldn’t answer the worshipping of wealth with
a demonizing of it.

What Democrats should say to the top tax
brackets is this: “Congratulations on your good
fortune — assuming it didn’t come from cheating
anyone or corrupting our civic life. May you long
prosper, and, by the way, thank you for doing
your bit to end our national deficit crisis.”

Any effort to hike taxes for the upper incomes
will spawn charges of “class warfare.” But Dem-
ocrats need not stoke these phony claims by clut-
tering their arguments with nonsense about in-
come pies and implications that tycoons can’t be
perfectly nice people.

Keep it simple: This is about raising enough
money to pay the government’s bills in the fairest
and most effective way.

Froma Harrop is a member of The Journal’s editorial
board and a syndicated columnist.

Make levies, not
war, on the rich

FROMA HARROP
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Very slow relief to Haiti
If you want to help the people of

Haiti, start by asking why it took
from Jan. 12, when the earthquake
occurred, until Jan. 16 for water
and food to start reaching starving
and dehydrated people.

The rule of thumb for survival
without water is three days.

It appears that camera crews
and photographers had no trouble
getting into Port-au-Prince for
their “heart-rending” disaster porn
and photo-ops. They also had food
and water. And American, Canadi-
an and French evacuees had no
trouble reaching the airport.

Someone needs to explain why
the first priority of the “humanitar-
ian” mission was not to get food
and water to the Haitian people.
Helicopters could have easily
dropped pallets of water and food
throughout Port-au-Prince, and
other hard-hit areas, without ever
setting down. They could have
even set down and unloaded Chi-
nook (transport) helicopters in any
clearing. Chinooks have an in-
ternal payload of 12.5 tons. And
since we have an aircraft carrier
and its supply ships off the coast,
we didn’t even need the airport.

Instead, we saw desperate and
starving people, whose kidneys are
shutting down, standing in line for
food and water. And people being
arrested for trying to stay alive.

Our army can fight wars and
resupply troops in the desert and
the jungle, but it has trouble oper-
ating in Haiti and New Orleans.

This “rescue” mission is nothing
short of obscene.

John St. Lawrence
Johnston

Save Hope High reforms
Help! A crime is about to be

committed. After years of agoniz-
ing about the problems of Hope
High School, a new plan was initi-
ated and, lo and behold, the scores
went up, more students graduated,
the staff was happy and produc-
tive, the parents were pleased and
the attendance records improved.
So how do we honor and applaud
these accomplishments? 

We eliminate the new format,
which received national recogni-

tion, and go back to the old one
that was not successful. Where do
the students go who are now at-
tending the new Nathan Bishop
Middle School, whose rehab cost
$35 million and has state-of-the-art
classrooms, handpicked faculty
and innovative programming? Not
all students could or should attend
Classical High School. 

There must be a way to apply
for private and federal grants to
maintain this successful Hope
High.

Students are our future. Poorly
educated, apathetic young adults
do not make for a healthy, vibrant
community. Penny-wise and
pound-foolishness will harm gen-
erations of kids, and moaning and
groaning will not help at all. 

Perhaps all Rhode Island high
schools need a reviewing and then
conclusions will be based on good
education standards that are not
based solely on dollars spent.
There is tremendous waste in all
areas of government. Let’s look at
that. Maybe we don’t really need
37 school superintendents.

Selma Stanzler
Riverside

They don’t want change
When asked about whether

reforms to the state pension sys-
tem should take place (Political
Scene, Jan. 4), House Speaker
William Murphy said no. He was
quoted as saying that “state gov-
ernment is different” from the
private sector, and that “we control
state government.”

That attitude is one reason why
Governor Carcieri has had such a
difficult time getting a business-
oriented approach to budgeting in

place for the state government. 
Our state legislators’ conceit

that “we control state government”
is why the state finances are in
such shambles, why it is so diffi-
cult to operate a business in Rhode
Island, why the tax burden on
citizens will never be reduced.

“We control state government.”
If the last 10 years have shown us
anything, it is that such unbal-
anced control of the state govern-
ment leads to financial disaster. 

Thank you for stepping down
from your speaker position, Mr.
Murphy. 

Dennis E. O’Dell
Smithfield

All that reading for zip
I feel like such a dunderhead

after reading Richard J. August’s
Jan. 9 letter, “Correcting pacifist
pap.”All those resources I wasted
reading history books, taking his-
tory courses, reading articles.

Mr. August, citing examples,
demonstrated that the “liberal
Eastern Establishment” has long
been against the fight for freedom.

I had read that the Mexican War
was launched to steal Mexican
land so the South could expand
slavery, and the United States
could own Texas, California, New
Mexico, Arizona, Wyoming, Neva-
da and Utah. I now understand we
liberated Mexicans from Mexico.

I had read that Eastern liberals
fought the Civil War to free slaves
from Southern conservatives. Stu-
pid liberal me.

I had read Eastern liberals
pressed for us to overcome fas-
cism, first in the Spanish Civil
War, and then in World War II. I
had believed conservative isola-
tionists objected to this interven-
tion. Idiot!

I had read that liberals launched
the Marshall Plan — defying con-
servatives — by which the war-
mongering Axis powers Italy and
Germany were changed into bas-
tions of peaceful representative
democracy. Numbskull!

I had read the United States is
the lone superpower, largest em-
pire in history, extracting more
wealth from other nations’ re-
sources than it gives back in value

as peace-keeping services and aid.
Heck, I even thought we were
after oil. Fool!

I had read the parade of stories
of rape occurring in the U.S. mil-
itary and the suppression of the
criminal cases. Buffoon!

It looks like I should stop read-
ing altogether. I’ll start with Mr.
August’s next letter.

Chris A. Eidam
Richmond

Obama’s wasteful trip
What was the total cost of Presi-

dent Obama’s recent trip to the
Bay State to rally the troops for
Martha Coakley? Shouldn’t he
have saved us the cost and stayed
in Washington and watched the
football games?

Robert Murphy
North Providence 

Beating up on Pius XII
The denigration of the Vener-

able Pius XII by Celestine Bohlen
(“Sainthood for Pius like Obama
Nobel,” Commentary, Jan. 6) is
more fashionable than substantial.

Pope Eugenio Pacelli’s rep-
utation was solid until German
playwright Rolf Hochhuth pre-
sented “The Deputy” to a willing
audience in 1963. Lately, the out-
rage against the mid-20th Century
pope was renewed by the scurri-
lous John Cornwell’s “Hitler’s
Pope.” Since that time, more such
reputable authors as Rabbi David
Dalin and Sr. Marguerita Mar-
chione set the record straight, only
to be gainsaid by the likes of Boh-
len. Let us hope papal vilification
will yield to vindication and Pope
St. Pius XII will deserve his well-
merited title. 

On a lesser note, Bohlen offers
two idle opinions to readers. The
columnist suggests that there are
too many canonized saints and
that a pope is hardly a role model
for the average Christian.

First of all, the church does not
make saints. God makes them and
the church recognizes them. As
the ancient pre-Christian psalmist
wrote, “God is admirable in his
saints.” If God endows his crea-
tures with heroic sanctity, then it
well behooves the church and all
believers to examine God’s mes-
sage as revealed through the vir-
tues of these select persons. To
ignore a saint is to ignore God.

Furthermore, papal sanctity is
not beyond the admiration of the
average Catholic, as Bohlen sug-
gests. Many a young priest and
perhaps many lay persons have
been inspired by the resolute daily
prayer life of these busy pontiffs. A
devout Mass every morning, a
prayerful recitation of the breviary
each day, a regular hour of quiet
prayer before the Blessed Sacra-
ment, the faithful reading of scrip-
tural and theological tomes, the
attentive presiding at innumerable
liturgical and devotional exercises,
the preparation of countless ser-
mons — these are no small
achievements for someone who is
personally responsible for over 1
billion souls.

This pastor in idyllic Hillsgrove
struggles to achieve such a ded-
icated spiritual life. 

The Rev. John A. Kiley
Warwick

The writer is a Catholic priest.
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Tax the bankers’ profits, tax their bonuses,
tax their golf scores. I mean it. Take their
windfall, and give it to the taxpayers who

bailed them out. Britain and France plan a 50-
percent tax on banker bonuses — coordinated
lest their financial bigwigs think of crossing the
Channel for a better deal. President Obama’s
proposal to tax the big banks’ extraordinary
profits fits the theme.

This should help slake the public’s thirst for
revenge against Wall Street. Europeans don’t
seem to be complaining about these special tax-
es, and a little economic populism couldn’t hurt
Obama’s approval ratings, such as they are. 

But as a move toward serious financial reg-
ulation, this is just a shot over the industry’s bow.
Washington must pass new rules to curb the sort
of financial recklessness that took America to
the abyss of economic ruin. Such crusades aren’t
so crowd-pleasing, mainly because the crowd
doesn’t understand them. 

That’s why the moment’s political passions
are so focused on the bailout that created these
record bank profits. With the panic over, it’s easy
to believe or pretend to believe that the bailout
wasn’t needed. But remember the day when
tough talkers in the House defeated the Bush ad-
ministration’s bailout plan? The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average promptly plunged nearly 800
points. Congress quickly changed its mind and
passed the measure. 

Democrats don’t need Republicans to pro-
mote counter-productive statements that draw
warm applause from the apoplectic masses.
They have Sen. Evan Bayh, of Indiana, who re-
cently said, “I don’t think the American people

last year voted for higher taxes, higher deficits
and a more intrusive government.”

Actually, the people did vote for a more intru-
sive government. They wanted a government
that would intrude on financial-industry practic-
es that pushed them into a deep recession. The
people wanted a government that would intrude
between them and their health insurer trying to
drop their family after a member was diagnosed
with cancer. 

No, there cannot be lower deficits without
higher taxes. (How would you lower deficits,
Senator?) In any case, by taxing bank profits,

Obama would have banks paying back “every
last dime” of their bailout. Perhaps the voters
knew what they were doing. 

And don’t anyone send me quotes about Ron-
ald Reagan and the magic of tax cuts. Taxes were
cut in Reagan’s first year, then rose in every oth-
er year of his administration. Meanwhile, the na-
tional debt doubled. 

A far more perceptive (though sickening)
quote came from another Democratic senator
last April. Illinois’s Dick Durbin said on a radio
show that despite all the economic pain America
has endured, the financial industry “still owns
the place” — the place being Congress. 

Clearly, there will be no serious financial re-
form unless Congress unchains itself from the
Wall Street money masters. Real reform means
ending the “too big to fail” doctrine that in effect
places a taxpayer guarantee under the big banks’
speculation. It means regulating the markets for
derivatives. It means a creating a consumer-pro-
tection agency that puts brakes on the riskiest
loans. 

Sure, a tax on bank profits is justified. The big
banks’ fabulous year came out of the public’s
hide. We speak of the government guarantees of
bank-issued debt; the AIG bailout (and by exten-
sion, AIG’s creditors, the banks); near-zero in-
terest rates, courtesy of the Federal Reserve. The
taxpayers earned their share of the pot. 

But the spotlight of outrage should linger only
briefly on what the bankers did, then fix itself on
what Washington let them do. America must
protect its economic well-being against future
marauding on Wall Street. The future is the only
thing we can influence.

Froma Harrop is a member of The Journal’s editori-
al board and a syndicated columnist.

Tax those nasty bankers and reform the banking system
FROMA HARROP

NEW YORK

If, like me, you’re a fan of the Financial Times
weekend edition you’ve probably read Tyler
Brûlé’s Fast Lane column, even if you don’t

approve of the products and destinations he
tends to push, or of his once-over-lightly ap-
proach to life in general. Sometimes I’m embar-
rassed to find myself enjoying Fast Lane, since
Brûlé is mostly about surfaces — how things
look, rather than what they really are — and his
mad dashes by air and rail around the world of-
ten leave me wishing that he would sit still and
express no opinions at all. 

But lately I’ve come to take Brûlé’s globalized
views on consumption more seriously. For one
thing, he really does have a good sense of what’s
right about a hotel, city or airline, as well as
what’s terribly wrong. Now, with the absurd,
Bushian overreaction to the Christmas Day ter-
rorist attempt, Brûlé has come up with a remedy
for American stupidity that I find altogether bril-
liant: Boycott the United States. 

Nothing else seems to be waking up the coun-
try: not electing a phony reformer as president;
not gutting the economy with worthless mort-
gages, reckless banking and “free trade,” not in-
vading countries where no one is interested in
our corrupted approach to “democracy” or in our
“value system.” No, we need outside pressure to
save us, and Brûlé has offered a fine strategy.

Granted, Brûlé has a narrow interest, which is
comfort and ease in airports and on airplanes.
Mainly, he’s responding to complaints from busi-
ness travelers who want to cancel or put off trips
to the land of the supposedly free and the home
of the allegedly brave. Obviously, no one in his or
her right mind wants to endure the added hours
of waiting, the full-body searches and the arbi-
trary carry-on rules that the Transportation Safe-
ty Administration has now put in effect.

A friend, the mother of two young girls, tells
me that on her flight back to New York from a
vacation in Costa Rica, she was forbidden for the
last hour of the journey to cover her sleeping 2-
year-old in a coat or a blanket, so she had to re-
move the cover every time the flight attendant
walked by, then put it back on. Two weekends
ago, I nearly canceled what should have been an
easy round-trip to Montreal, so fearful was I of
delays by Newark Airport “security” (someone
had shut down the airport a few days earlier
when another passenger observed him sneaking
into a terminal boarding area from the TSA-su-
pervised exit lane, evidently to kiss his girlfriend
goodbye). At first, I was pleasantly surprised that
the Canadians apparently feel that they have
nothing to fear from incoming New Yorkers; I
got to the airport far earlier than necessary,
zipped through security with my carry-on bag (a
bag, by the way, recommended by Tyler Brûlé)
and used the lavatory on my Air Canada flight
just 20 minutes before landing.

Returning to New York the next day was an-
other matter. I was compelled to check my carry-
on (for some reason, they were allowing laptops
only), told I couldn’t board with a plastic bag car-
rying newspapers or books and was given a full-
body frisk, front and back, once I got past the
U.S. border guards stationed in Trudeau Airport.
This was time-consuming, annoying and inco-
herent. Other passengers on my flight boarded
with carry-on bags, and when I complained to the
Air Canada gate clerk, she threw up her hands
and said she didn’t know the rules (presumably,
the “rules” were being imposed on Canada by
U.S. Homeland Security).

Brûlé isn’t just a critic; he has good sugges-
tions for improving airport security, such as bet-
ter pay for screeners. Not only would this attract
“brighter, more service-minded souls,” but it
would also build a higher-quality team who could
be educated in the rudiments of good police
work. (Brûlé would probably concur with a letter
writer to the FT that whatever search techniques
are applied, “the only serious way to screen trav-
elers is at the boarding gate,” since airports are
filled with low-wage, high-turnover service
workers who can’t be thoroughly vetted.)

As dynamic as it is, though, Brûlé’s radical idea
“to stop flying on U.S. airlines and to shun the
U.S.” is too limited. As he correctly notes, “there’s
nothing like a lost commercial opportunity to get
the U.S. thinking differently,” and “a crippled civ-
il-aviation sector is not good news for the likes of
Boeing and its suppliers.” But why stop at forcing
America to make jet-plane travel less unpleasant
and keep Boeing stock high? Why not go beyond
the improvement of airport security?

As everyone in our promised land must have
noticed by now, the public-school system is shot,
the trains are slow and infrequent, medical care
is an expensive crap shoot and lots of people are
out of work. How serious is the crisis? Well, na-
tional security begins at home, and the misspell-
ing (typo, if you’re charitable) by somebody in
the State Department of Umar Farouk Abdulmu-
tallab’s name, after his father warned our embas-
sy in Nigeria about the terrorist danger his son
posed, is emblematic of a deeper education crisis
in America that is causing “intelligence failures”
beyond the bungling of the computer match that
might have revoked Abdulmutallab’s U.S. visa. 

These intelligence failures are most glaring in
big, bloody, self-defeating disasters such as the
American war in Afghanistan. But they’re also
manifest, less obviously, in your own hometown.
These days, the worst local intelligence failure I
can think of is the proposal by New York’s Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority to eliminate
free passes for students. Brilliant! Just when we
need more people who know how to spell, the
public transit system in the city with the biggest
school system is discouraging kids, especially
poor ones, from getting to class. Not only do
schools teach spelling, but many also offer typing
courses. I’ll never forget my father insisting that I
learn how to touch-type fast and accurately. If I
did, he insisted, I could always get a job — pre-
sumably, even in the U.S. State Department.

Whatever the effect of “Boycott America” on
plane travel, don’t end it unless we continue free
bus and subway travel for schoolchildren in New
York. The security of the homeland demands it.

John R. MacArthur, a monthly contributor, is pub-
lisher of Harper’s Magazine.

Boycott America
JOHN R. MACARTHUR
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