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60% of The Seattle Times newsprint con-
tains recycled fiber. The inks are also reused.

Foreign agriculture bruising
“Grown in Washington” label

T H O M A S  J A M E S  H U R S T  /  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

PICKING A WINNER IN PERU: Workers harvest asparagus at the Sociedad Agricola Viru farm in northern Peru. Viru this month won a contract to
can asparagus for Green Giant, which will result in Washington state’s last asparagus cannery closing next year.

BY ALWYN SCOTT
Seattle Times business reporter

CHINCHA ALTA, Peru –
Tomasa Magallanes stands at
a conveyor belt in a chilled
building 10 hours a day, six
days a week, stuffing
asparagus into cans — and
dreaming of a sofa.

She is paid just $7 a day, but it is
enough to help lift her family above the
poverty line toward a better life. And
she enjoys more job security since Del
Monte, one of the largest U.S. vegeta-
ble packers, moved its entire asparagus
operation here last year.

“We have enough money to eat,”
says the 42-year-old mother of five. 

Now she wants more: a college edu-
cation for her youngest son, and a sofa
to replace the hard bench in her small
adobe hut.

Five thousand miles north, a flatbed
truck pulls up to Eloy Valdez’s brick
rambler in Toppenish, Yakima County. 

It’s around back, Valdez tells the
driver. Near the hole in the fence. 

Valdez, 44, used to live with his wife
and two youngest daughters in a five-
bedroom, white stucco house with a
red tile roof and a hot tub — a lifestyle
supported by jobs at the nearby Del
Monte asparagus cannery.

But those jobs vanished last year
when Del Monte contracted with To-
masa Magallanes’ factory in Peru to do
work once done in Washington. 

SEATTLE TIMES SPECIAL REPORT | Airplanes and crops, software and coffee — products that have long defined
work and wealth in this state. But the global economy is sending much of that work overseas and redistributing
wealth in a dizzying matrix of winners, losers and some who are both. Over the next few months, The Seattle Times
will take you around the world to see how globalization is reshaping Washington, the most trade-dependent state in
America, and forcing changes for companies, workers, investors and consumers. We begin today in the fields.

MODEST 
PROGRESS IN
CHINCHA, PERU: 
Asparagus factory
worker Tomasa Ma-
gallanes cooks by
candlelight in her
home. Other rooms
have electricity, but
her family has few
light bulbs and must
move them from
room to room. 

PAINFUL 
ADJUSTMENT
IN TOPPENISH: 
Eloy Valdez was
laid off from the
Del Monte plant
in Yakima County
last fall after 18
years there. He
had been making
$13.85 an hour;
now he earns
$9.25 an hour
driving a truck.

Please see > ASPARAGUS, A22

Shifting fortunes | Pain and gain in the global economy

PART TWO: Washington farmers try to keep land
and livelihood, and sometimes fail.

> Tomorrow in The Times

BY EVAN OSNOS
Chicago Tribune

BAGHDAD — Bags are
packed. Some American offi-
cials are counting the days
until flights home. A discreet
handover ceremony is taking
shape, shrouded in secrecy
for fear of what terrorists
could unleash.

But just days before June
30, the transfer of what is of-
ficially called full sovereignty
draws deep skepticism on
Baghdad’s streets.

In bookshops and offices,
mosques and teahouses, or-
dinary Iraqis say they eagerly
await the end of the U.S.-led
occupation, but they dispute
that an unelected interim Ira-
qi government, backed by
160,000 foreign troops, con-
stitutes the fully sovereign
state that President Bush and
Iraqi politicians have touted.

These doubts pose a funda-
mental challenge to Iraq’s
fragile new government. 

“You can call it what you
want — liberation, occupa-
tion,” said Abbas Darwish al-
Saadi, 65, a retired state li-
brary worker who sells for-
eign magazines and books
that were banned under Sad-
dam Hussein. “Sovereignty
means to control our own af-
fairs, and we will not have
that.”

For the first time since the
invasion in March 2003, the

Handover’s
big test:
credibility
of leaders

IRAQIS VOICE DOUBTS
ON “SOVEREIGNTY”

Low-key ceremony planned
to transfer power Wednesday

HANDOVER
IN IRAQ |

The key players:
Prime minister
must piece
together a
political puzzle 
> A8

What life is like
now: Violence
hampers
rebuilding > A9 

The price of
failure: Stakes
high for U.S.,
Mideast > A10

Bremer leaves
his mark:
Political, legal
restrictions in
place > A11

More Iraq news
> A12-13

Please see > IRAQ, A9

Outgoing U.S. 
administrator 
L. Paul Bremer 
issues new edicts. 

Newsline
A quick look

at today’s news

Italy: Italians are
avoiding their no-
toriously unreli-
able postal sys-
tem by dropping
off mail at the
Vatican. > A2

Enron: The crimes
of others caused
the company’s
collapse, ex-CEO
Kenneth Lay says.
> A4

Politics: Thwart-
ing Ralph Nader’s
hopes, the Green
Party nominated
David Cobb for
president. > A17

Water: Las Vegas
wants to begin a
massive water-
pumping project
that foes say
could threaten an
aquifer. > A18

Mideast: Israelis
killed seven Pales-
tinian militants,
including one on
the most-wanted
list. > A21

Canada: Liberals
and Conservatives
appeared to be in
a dead heat on
the eve of parlia-
mentary elec-
tions. > A26

Elections: Demo-
crats hope this
year to avenge
Tom Foley’s 1994
defeat in the 5th
Congressional Dis-
trict. > Local B1

Gifts: A new state
law bans expira-
tion dates on gift
certificates. 
> Local B1

Soccer: About
20,000 Ethiopians
were expected for
a weekend gath-
ering in Seattle. >
Local B1

Traffic death: A
Tukwila firefighter
died in a crash
during a charity
motorcycle ride. >
Local B2

Mariners: Seattle
beat San Diego,
7-3. > Sports C1

> News updates
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BY GARDINER HARRIS
The New York Times

The check for $10,000 arrived in the mail unsolicit-
ed. The doctor who received it from the drug maker
Schering-Plough said it was made out to him per-
sonally in exchange for an attached “consulting”
agreement that required nothing other than his com-
mitment to prescribe the company’s medicines.

Two other physicians said in interviews that they,
too, received checks unbidden from Schering-Plough,
one of the world’s biggest drug companies. “I threw
mine away,” said the first doctor, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity because of concern about be-
ing drawn into a federal inquiry into the matter.

Those checks and others, some said to be for six-fig-
ure sums, are under investigation by federal prosecu-
tors in Boston as part of a broad government crack-
down on the drug industry’s marketing tactics.
Virtually every big global drug company — including

Feds probe “payoffs”
by drug company
SOME DOCS GOT $10,000 CHECKS

Marketing tactics scrutinized

Please see > DRUGS, A6
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Shifting fortunes Pain and gain in the global economy

The Valdezes, who had been at
Del Monte 18 years, lost their
house, filed for bankruptcy and
moved to a modest two-bedroom
rambler. They kept the hot tub, a
vestige of a more luxurious life.

Now even that is gone, sold for
$400 and hauled away on the
back of the flatbed truck.

Seeing the big picture
Gains outpace losses
in intertwined economy

It is tempting to see only win-
ners and losers in the shifting for-
tunes of the global economy. Val-
dez could be a Boeing machinist,
Microsoft code writer, garment
maker or call-center receptionist.
All are seeing jobs wash offshore
to Asia, Africa and South America. 

The outflow provides work for
Magallanes and others in develop-
ing countries, helping them eat
better food, buy televisions, even
surf the Internet at corner shops.

It also provides wealth for cor-
porations that own the fields and
factories — and for their investors.
But critics say that prosperity is
bought by pitting workers like
Valdez and Magallanes against
each other in what independent
presidential candidate Ralph Na-
der calls a “race to the bottom.”

It is a criticism echoed around
the world by labor unions, envi-
ronmentalists, social-justice activ-
ists and a growing number of de-
veloping countries. Starting with
the World Trade Organization ri-
ots in Seattle in 1999, skeptics
have decried unfettered free
trade, claiming it widens wealth
disparity, ruins the environment
and erodes middle-class incomes.

American voters will weigh in
this fall as job security and wages
promise to be an issue in the presi-
dential race, prompting a war of
bumper-sticker rhetoric.

But bumper stickers and sound
bites miss the bigger picture.

Pull back, and the global econo-
my can be seen as more than a job-
for-job tally of winners and losers. 

First, shifts in fortune don’t just
go one way. For every Valdez who
loses a job, shipping crews, truck-
ers and customs inspectors are
employed to bring Del Monte’s
cans from Peru to the world. 

Second, job shifts are taking
place in a growing economy. If
outsourcing really were a zero-
sum game, the U.S. job market
would have shrunk over the past
few decades, and unemployment
would be constantly rising. 

Neither is the case. Overall U.S.
employment has climbed 46 per-
cent since 1980, far outpacing a
24 percent rise in population —
and despite a 20 percent drop in
farm jobs.

Finally, trade allows specializa-
tion. Farmers make food, not trac-
tors. And tractor factories don’t
grow food. This process, known as
comparative advantage, lets
countries make what they make
best and trade for what they need,
creating a rising tide of wealth.

But that requires countries to
drop barriers to trade — tariffs,
duties and other protections — so
that the most competitive and effi-
cient can win, even if it means
pain for the loser.

In the past decade, comparative
advantage and trade have stuffed
U.S. grocery shelves with year-
round abundance — from Chilean
grapes to Thai basil — at the low-
est prices in history. They have
opened foreign countries to Mc-
Donald’s French fries and Micro-
soft Windows. And they have gen-
erated new sales and jobs at both
ends of the transaction. 

During the 1990s, as the U.S.
economy soared, Peru’s exports
doubled. That poured billions of
dollars into Peru’s economy, help-
ing provide schools and medical
care for impoverished families. 

Even accounting for the recent
U.S. recession, the world econo-
my has grown 9 percent in the last
five years, while the U.S. economy
has grown 19 percent, according
to the World Bank.

A window on farming
Overseas asparagus
withering state crop

To see the global economy at
work, consider asparagus.

Each spear is harvested by
hand, and most cans are hand-
packed, demanding countless
hours of back-breaking field and
factory labor — the cheaper the

better. Asparagus travels to mar-
ket by jet, ship and truck, creating
work in the transportation and
port industries. It turns a good
profit, fetching a higher price than
many other vegetables.

And asparagus production is
shifting overseas fast. In Washing-
ton, the nation’s second-largest
asparagus producer after Califor-
nia, 60 percent of the asparagus
fields — nearly 17,000 acres —
have been plowed under since
1991, when the U.S. signed a trade
agreement that dropped tariffs on
farm imports from Peru and other
Andean countries. 

Last year, Del Monte shut its as-
paragus operations in Toppenish,
and Chiquita shut a plant in Walla
Walla. This month, Green Giant,
owned by General Mills, said it
will close its massive plant in Day-
ton, Columbia County, next June. 

When that happens, the last and
largest asparagus cannery in the
state will have ended a 70-year
run. In two years, Washington
will have lost 400 full-time factory
jobs and an estimated 5,000 sea-
sonal jobs in fields and factories.
In rural towns like Toppenish and
Dayton, that’s the equivalent of
losing a Boeing or a Microsoft.

Other Washington-grown crops
are at risk. Apples, grapes and po-
tatoes are grown more cheaply in
Latin America and China. U.S. cit-
rus fruits, artichokes and avoca-
dos are headed the same way. 

The threat “is broader than as-

paragus,” says Charles Brown, a
lobbyist who has represented as-
paragus interests in the Legisla-
ture. “It is industrywide.”

That was underscored two
years ago at a trade reception in
Seattle when Peru’s first lady,
Elaine Karp, told Brown, “By the
way, we know how to make dehy-
drated potatoes in Peru as well.”

Trade’s rising tide
Prosperity flows, but
some left high and dry

For Peru, where nearly half of
its 28 million people live on less

than $2 a day, opening the U.S.
market to asparagus has lifted
50,000 farmworkers from subsis-
tence into a formal economy of
wages and benefits.

Peru feels that impact even
though economists estimate
67 cents of every dollar U.S. shop-
pers spend on Peru’s asparagus
stays in the U.S., supporting a de-
livery infrastructure of airplanes,
pilots, customs clearance, trucks
and truckers, grocery clerks, com-
puters and more.

Seen that way, free trade serves
another popular sound bite: “All
boats rise.” 

The problem is Eloy Valdez’s
hot tub. The wealth generated by
trade doesn’t make his pain any
less real. 

“Globalization has created a
better life for millions of people, ”
says Carlos Arrese, general man-
ager at Agrokasa, Peru’s largest
exporter of fresh asparagus.

“But somebody has to pay the
bill.”

In their own way, even Eloy and
Amelia Valdez are complicit in the
pain-and-gain of free trade. They
shop at Wal-Mart, where they
take advantage of the famous low-
low prices on products shipped in
from around the world. Their loss
as workers can’t be separated
from their win as consumers. 

Jane Vance, 80, counts herself a
winner. She and other residents of
a Seattle retirement home buy as-
paragus at Bartell Drugs for
99 cents a can. She didn’t notice it
came from Peru. She just liked the
price, and the quality.

“I love it,” she says. 
And, 5,000 miles to the south,

Vance’s choice is helping keep To-
masa Magallanes employed.

At the spotless factory outside
of Chincha in southern Peru, Ma-
gallanes steps away from the con-
veyor belt and pulls down her sur-
gical mask. She knows the cans
she packs go around the world.
Beyond that, she knows little of
the complexities surrounding
globalization.

She just knows what it takes to
buy a sofa.

“Del Monte asked for quality,
and we make sure they get what
they want,” she says.

Fallout from policy
Drug-fighting strategy
has unforeseen impact

How asparagus shifted to Peru
is a quirky tale, but typical of the
way trade agreements can sud-
denly shift an industry offshore. 

Remember the cocaine-caked
1980s? Nearly all of the drug con-
sumed in the U.S. came from coca
plants grown in the mountainous
Andean countries of Colombia,
Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru.

In 1991, Congress sought to
stamp out coca cultivation by en-
couraging alternative crops in
those countries. The Andean
Trade Preferences Act (ATPA)
eliminated a 21 percent tariff on
asparagus and other crops.

The policy didn’t stamp out co-

ca, which still thrives in Peru’s in-
land jungle. But it did create legiti-
mate farm and factory jobs along
the coast — and began stamping
out U.S. asparagus farms.

Outraged American farmers be-
lieved their government had
helped finance their demise by
subsidizing Peruvian farms.

One U.S. program helped set up
an early farm in Peru in 1986. But
most of the money to build Peru’s
asparagus industry came from Pe-
ruvian entrepreneurs.

Instead, it was U.S. farmers who
had been subsidized before ATPA
— through the tariff on foreign as-
paragus.

“A tariff represents a domestic
subsidy to our producers and a tax
on our consumers,” says Larry
Fuell, former agricultural attaché
to the U.S. Embassy in Lima. “Its
removal does not constitute a sub-
sidy to foreign producers.”

This year, Congress ignored de-
mands to have the asparagus tariff
restored. It is bypassing conten-
tious World Trade Organization
talks to set up “free trade areas”
modeled on the NAFTA accord
with Mexico and Canada.

A big advantage
Irrigation project brings
Peruvian desert to life

Peru proved fertile ground for
asparagus. All it took was water. 

In a project on the scale of the
Grand Coulee Dam, the Peruvian
government erected Chavimochic,
a $1 billion, 110-mile concrete ca-
nal that carries glacial water from
the Andes to irrigate a vast coastal
desert.

Before Chavimochic was built
15 years ago, the coast was mostly
a moonscape of dunes dotted with
scrub brush and rocks; fewer than
1,500 acres were planted in crops.

Now many of the dunes have
been flattened into fields and laid

Peru’s remarkable growth as an asparagus exporter is transforming the market for one 
of Washington’s major cash crops and eliminating state agricultural jobs. But given 
the complexities of the global economy, the broader impact benefits us, too.

T H O M A S  J A M E S  H U R S T  /  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

LOW-WAGE BUT STEADY WORK: The asparagus-processing plant in northern Peru owned by the Sociedad Agricola Viru runs two 10-hour shifts. At peak season, it
has 2,000 workers. The factory is able to process 80 tons of asparagus a day.

< Asparagus
FROM A1

FOREIGN GROWERS 
BRUISING STATE’S

TRADITIONAL CROPS

Work shifts overseas

PROTECTING AN INDUSTRY: The Backus asparagus factory in southern Peru, fortified
with barbed wire and guard towers, was designed to thwart terrorists active in the country
when the plant was built.

Peru's agriculture scorecard
Non-traditional crops raised for export, such as asparagus and grapes, are contributing to rapid growth in Peru's farm sector.

T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E SSource: Agriculture Ministry of Peru

POTATOES COFFEEYELLOW CORNGRAPESASPARAGUS

Crop values
in millions of dollars, adjusted for inflation
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Continued on next page >

A MOTHER’S DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE: Factory
worker Tomasa Magallanes, surrounded by family members,
wants to buy a sofa set for her house and hopes to send her
son Andy (in red) to college.

Peru at a glance

Population: 28.4 million 
GDP: $56.9 billion  
Surface area: 496,225 sq. miles
   (three times the size of California) 
Life expectancy: 69.8 years 
Literacy: 85 percent 
Annual income per capita: $2,050  

T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

Source: World Bank and U.S. State Department
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Shifting fortunesPain and gain in the global economy

with irrigation hoses. Today,
there are 345,000 acres of fields
growing asparagus, sugar cane,
citrus, mangos, artichokes, avo-
cados, peppers and onions.

The desert sand provides a soft
base for delicate asparagus
spears, while the warm, rainless
coastal climate enables farmers to
control moisture and fertilizer. 

Here asparagus can grow an
inch an hour during the hot sea-
son, requiring up to four cuttings
a day as shoots reach their full
height of 8 to 10 inches. Each field
produces twice a year, compared
with once in Washington. Plants
produce three times as much as-
paragus as those in the U.S. 

The reverse seasons in the
Southern Hemisphere are a plus.
Peru’s fields are in their prime
during the winter holidays in the
United States.

The scale of growing is stagger-
ing. A big asparagus farm in
Washington is 500 acres. In Peru,
a typical operation, Sociedad
Agricola Viru, cultivates 1,235
acres. It is one of 53 growers in
the area, and not the largest.

Today, Peru has 47,500 acres of
asparagus, compared with
33,000 acres in Washington at its
peak in 1989, a figure that fell to
13,200 acres this year.

Viru also grows onions and
peppers to lessen the reliance on
asparagus. Growers worry that
overproduction could drive world
prices down.

But so far, increased supply has
simply fueled demand.

Since 1990, the average Ameri-
can has tripled consumption of
fresh asparagus to about a pound
a year, and prices are up 40 per-
cent, to about $1.25 a pound
wholesale, according to the Agri-
culture Department and the Gen-
eral Accounting Office.

Viru’s owner, Miguel Nicolini,
started the farm just 10 years ago
and has since built two canneries.
In the busy season, 3,000 workers
clean, sort, cut and can asparagus
in two shifts, handling the harvest
of 1,300 field workers.

Last month, he was in Minne-
apolis to sign a contract to pro-
duce canned asparagus for Green
Giant starting next year. 

It’s the same contract that now
is filled in Dayton, Wash.

Prison or progress?
Fastidious conditions
behind barbed wire

From the outside, the factory
where Magallanes works could be
mistaken for a medium-security
prison. Barbed wire stretches
along high concrete walls. Guard
turrets stand at the corners. Sen-
tries man the thick steel doors. 

Most of Peru’s factories look
this way, and it would be easy to
think Magallanes works in a labor
gulag at the edge of a slum. 

The 130,000 people in Chincha
Alta live in a world of unpaved
streets, windowless huts and
open sewers. Peru’s infant-mor-
tality rate is 30 per 1,000 births,
more than four times the world-
wide rate.

But in fact, when Agro Indus-
trias Backus built the plant in
1990, it was fortified against 
Peru’s Shining Path terrorists, a
Maoist group that attacked fac-
tories as symbols of capitalism. 

Reforms in the past decade
have seen terrorism largely extin-
guished, making way for Del
Monte, Green Giant and other big
buyers. 

Inside the factory’s high walls,
the lawns are manicured; new
brick buildings house a cafeteria
and changing rooms for workers. 

To enter the giant cannery
room, Magallanes washes her
hands with sterilizing soap and
walks through pools of bleach to
disinfect her shoes. Pickers wash
just as thoroughly before entering
the fields. Trucks drive through
bleach or have their tires sprayed. 

Safeguards like these help
farms and factories throughout
Peru meet strict sanitary rules for
the U.S., Europe and Japan — an-
other ripple effect of global trade.

Trade’s impact can be seen
clearly in Peru’s economy. Over
the past decade, the country’s an-
nual output grew by half to
$56 billion. Exports more than
doubled, to nearly $8 billion, ac-
cording to the World Bank. 

And agriculture, led by aspara-
gus, was the fastest-growing part
of the economy, expanding near-
ly twice as fast as manufacturing.
Last year, asparagus overtook
coffee as Peru’s top export crop
and accounted for roughly a
quarter of the country’s farm ex-
ports.

At peak season, 800 people
work at the Backus cannery full
time. One in 10 cans carries the
Del Monte label.

Home life
Steady job, money
in bank and 2 TVs

Factory jobs have lifted thou-
sands in Peru out of the informal
economy of subsistence farming
in the mountains or selling trin-
kets on Lima’s streets. At Backus,
Magallanes is in the formal econo-
my, with steady wages, a bank ac-
count, government health care
and a pension.

“It changed the whole region by
providing employment,” says
Jorge Fernandini, president of the
Peruvian Institute for Asparagus
and Vegetables.

Those gains can seem small by
the time they follow Magallanes
home. She and her family live in a
single-story hut, along a dirt road,
on the outskirts of Chincha.

Built 20 years ago with help
from a Canadian priest, the adobe
walls are crumbling, creating
holes big enough for a large dog to
wiggle through. A pit toilet in the
back yard is sheltered by reed
mats. The front window is fitted
with patterned cinderblock, not
expensive glass. A red cotton cloth
is tacked up as a curtain.

Magallanes and her husband,
Juan Alberto Garayar, a construc-
tion worker, each work six days a
week, typically 10 hours a day, to
bring in 600 soles a month, about
$2,200 a year, above the national
average of $2,050.

It is Magallanes’ cannery job
that has made that difference. Her
husband’s work is not as steady,
and her former job at a garment
factory paid less. 

The couple now have the means
to fix the walls. Bricks and sand
clutter the living room, and
they’ve torn down one wall al-
ready. The finished walls are plas-
tered smooth and painted green
or yellow. 

Rather than money, the project

“mainly depends on my husband,”
Tomasa Magallanes says with the
smile of a spouse. “He builds it in
his spare time.”

The furnishings are few: a table,
two benches, three beds. But
there is running water, a refriger-
ator and gas stove, two TVs and a
DVD player — relative luxuries. 

“I want to see my house nicely
decorated and to have more com-
fort,” Magallanes says. “We have
some things, but I still would like
to have a little more furniture — a
sofa set.”

Magallanes’ own parents made
a meager living raising cotton on a
small parcel of family land. She
left school after eighth grade.

Now she is sending two of her
younger children to a private
school. She paid for the oldest,
Juan Pablo, to attend a four-year
technical institute to become a
computer technician. But he quit
when his girlfriend became preg-
nant, and now drives a taxi.

Hopes for the future have shift-
ed to the youngest boy, Andy. He
is in eighth grade and wants to be-
come a mining engineer, like one
of his father’s friends.

The other children worked in
the factory during vacation and

holidays. “But I don’t want Andy
to go through that,” Magallanes
says. “He has to study so he can
have a better job and career and
make more money. He’d be the
only one.”

Tariffs work both ways
Demand for U.S. cotton
hurts Peruvian growers

Just as the global economy can
be seen at work in a can of aspara-
gus, so it plays out in the red cloth
that covers Magallanes’ cinder-
block window.

Pima cotton was for a long time
Peru’s prize crop, known world-
wide for extra-long, silky fibers.
But if the curtain in Tomasa’s hut
was made after 1990, it is likely to
be of U.S. cotton.

That’s when Peru dropped the
high tariffs it had used to keep for-
eign cotton out and protect its
own farmers. Today, Peru imports
nearly half of its cotton, up from
none in 1990. Textile mills in Lima
are being converted to handle
short-fiber U.S. cotton. 

Peruvian cotton farmers have
plowed under more than half
their acreage, according to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Production has dropped by more
than 40 percent. 

Sound familiar? It’s the same
thing that happened to U.S. as-
paragus. Asparagus production in
the U.S. has risen just 4 percent
since 1993, but imports have
more than doubled. Exports,
meanwhile, have fallen 24 per-
cent.

Now cotton farmers in Peru,
just like asparagus farmers in the
U.S., want those tariffs back. 

Earlier this month, after the
Green Giant announcement, U.S.
Rep. George Nethercutt Jr., R-
Spokane, who is running for Sen-
ate, asked for a federal investiga-
tion of the asparagus situation. 

“Trade policy should help open
markets to our farmers, not push
them out of production,” he said. 

That may win farm votes. But it
ignores the complexity of a global
economy. Restoring tariffs would
ricochet well beyond the farm in-
dustry because countries often re-
taliate against each other by add-
ing tariffs to other products.

Microsoft-powered computers
at the Lima airport and the Back-
us plant could disappear if Peru
imposed a duty on tech imports
and refused to protect the soft-
ware from piracy. 

Nextel cellphones, ubiquitous
in Peru, might disappear for the
same reason. Drug makers might
lose protection against generic
copies in Peru. Along busy streets,
bright signs for Coke, Pepsi, Citi-
bank, Bell South, Papa John’s,
KFC, Marriott — even Starbucks
— could vanish if Peru chose to
clap tariffs on those products. 

The ricochet would bounce all
the way back to Washington,
which bills itself as the most
trade-dependent state in the na-
tion. The state says one in four
Washington jobs is tied to the
$100 billion in goods that pass
through its ports each year. 

Moving down, and up 
One worker starts over,
the other raises sights

As fortunes shift in the global
economy, individuals must shift
with them — or be left behind.

Eloy Valdez grew up in Top-
penish with 11 brothers and sisters
in a two-bedroom house. His fa-
ther came from Mexico in 1938 to
work in the fields. As a young
man, Eloy Valdez drove tractors
and picked fruit. Then he landed a
job at Del Monte, where he
worked as a mechanic for 18
years. His wife, Amelia, 43,
worked there 11 years filling cans. 

They raised four daughters and,
over time, saved to buy the five-
bedroom stucco house, complete
with hot tub.

Valdez tells his story with the
pride of someone who worked his
way up from the bottom. His job at
Del Monte paid $13.85 an hour;
Amelia made $11. From the new
house, they would travel past tidy,
modest homes and the rodeo
grounds to reach the cannery. 

But two summers ago, Del Mon-
te cut back their hours. The Val-
dezes couldn’t make the $1,200
monthly mortgage payments.
They filed for bankruptcy and lost
$20,000 in equity when they gave
the house back to the bank.

Then last October, they lost
their jobs. They had to start over,
looking for work in a changed
economy. 

Eloy Valdez got an interview at
Wal-Mart’s distribution center in
Grandview for a job that started at
$10 an hour. A few days later, the
manager called and said Valdez
was overqualified because he was
a certified forklift driver.

He knows the man who got the
job, an immigrant. “He took $8 an
hour,” Valdez says. “I think it was
those two dollars” that made the
difference.

The two oldest Valdez daugh-
ters are married and on their own.
The two youngest live at home.

While the couple were unem-
ployed, their 15-year-old daughter
helped put food on the table by
mowing lawns and baby-sitting.
Their 21-year-old daughter works
full time and wants a life away
from the fields. She is studying
dental hygiene at Yakima Valley
Community College.

In February, Eloy Valdez found
a job driving trucks for $9.25 an
hour for a plant near Yakima. His
wife was hired to work in the fac-
tory. They work different shifts;
each commutes 60 miles a day. 

The company, Alexandria
Moulding, is itself international.
Based in Canada, it has two U.S.
locations and sells worldwide.

Valdez says he bears no ill will
toward the Peruvians who have
absorbed the better-paying job he
lost. 

“I figure everybody’s got to eat,”
he says.

Back in Peru, Tomasa Magalla-
nes has enough to eat. 

What she wants now is a sofa.

TOMORROW IN THE TIMES:
Washington farmers try to keep land
and livelihood, and sometimes fail.

Alwyn Scott: 206-464-3329 or
ascott@seattletimes.com
Irene Keliher and Meylin Zink Yi served as
Spanish interpreters in Peru.

T H O M A S  J A M E S  H U R S T  /  T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S

THE BIRTH OF A COMPANY TOWN: San Jose sits along the Pan-American Highway in northern Peru, one of several coastal towns that have expanded as workers
migrate to jobs in the asparagus fields and factories. Adobe huts are improved as income grows. The crop provides an alternative to growing coca, the source of cocaine.
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T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E SSource: Washington Asparagus Commission

Outsourcing asparagus
Washington state asparagus production has fallen steadily and imports 
have risen since 1993, when the United States dropped its tariffs on 
Andean crop imports.

In millions of pounds

Washington total production

Imports to United States
180

62.969
89.3

< Continued from previous page

A MASSIVE EXPORT PICKED BY HAND: Workers harvest asparagus at a farm in Ica, southern Peru, owned by Agrokasa, the
nation’s largest exporter of fresh asparagus. The farm and its factory can process 120 tons of asparagus a day.
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