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Bette Hiramatsu recently contributed two chapters 
to a book titled The Book on Business from A to Z, 
published by Build It Backwards Publishing. The 
chapters are “Chapter T: Turnaround” and “Chapter 
U: Underperforming Issues.” The book is a reference 
book covering a myriad of topics for middle market 
business executives.              (Submitted 1/29/13)

1990 EMBA

Marco Blasi and 
family moved to The 
Hague, Netherlands, 
from their home town 
Milan. Marco writes, 
“The Hague is a very 
international place 
and has everything 
one can ask for. I 
have been appointed 
to the position of senior manager in the Office of the 
Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court. It’s a 
super job! Exciting and fascinating. Typical (or should 
I say atypical?) case of waking up in the morning and 
wanting to go to work. Our children (Angelica, 17, 
Lenka, 15, and Matija, 10) are attending international 

1991 Full-Time MBA

schools. They had to face a sink-or-swim situation 
because everything is taught in English. They are still 
alive and doing well. Sonja is directing the operations 
from our new apartment in the city centre while she 
is pondering the options of international jobs vs. a 
master in international crisis management. I keep 
planning a trip to the U.S.—maybe we will finally be 
able to come back to L.A.” 

(Submitted 1/26/13)

Marco and Sonja Blasi

Joe Delaney has launched 
a new wealth management 
firm called Lifeguard 
Wealth. His firm caters 
to individuals, families, 
and foundations seeking a 
smarter approach to wealth 
management.

(Submitted 1/27/13)

Joe Delaney
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Philip Lelyveld updates, 
“I’m running programs at 
the USC Entertainment 
Technology Center related 
to the artistic and business 
future of entertainment 
content creation and 
distribution. See www.
PhilipLelyveld.com.”

(Submitted 1/25/13)

Phil Lelyveld

1991 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

1992 Full-Time MBA
Class President: Russell Riopelle
Email: Russell.Riopelle.1992@anderson.ucla.edu

Stanley Chao proudly announces the publication 
of his new book: Selling to China: Doing Business 
in China for Small- and Medium-sized Companies. 
Please enjoy the following Kirkus Review excerpt 

Stanley Chao

of Stanley’s book:
 
Chao, a Chinese-
American who’s 
worked and con-
sulted in China for 
years, offers com-
monsense tips and 
offbeat takes on do-
ing business in the 
world’s most popu-
lous country.

This is a tightly 
written, sometimes 
even entertaining 
account of real-
world business tac-
tics and strategy, rather than just another bor-
ing business book. A broad, worthy compendium 
of business tips to succeed in China. 

—Kirkus Review

Stanley Chao’s book cover
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Jasmine Kim shares, “It is always nice to see so many 
classmate friends at our annual open-house gathering 
in San Francisco in December. John Knightly (and 
his wife Floriana) attended this year as their kids go 
to the same school as my children. He is currently at 
Hewlett-Packard. David Sherry was in attendance 
in his usual gentlemanly self. He lives in Tiburon, 
with his lovely wife Pam and his two kids, in a beauti-
ful home with views that go on forever. My dear friend 
Natalie Henrich enjoyed the evening and did not 
leave until late. Though she was were missed at the 
event, Jennifer LeBlanc and I have managed to stay 
in touch more often since our reunion last summer. 
She lives in the South Bay and consults on interesting 
marketing projects. Kathy Ullrich also was missed 
this year. She seems super busy with all of her inter-
esting projects in career development and family.”

(Submitted 1/25/13)

1992 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

1992 FEMBA
Rebecca Brand is in the television and digital busi-
ness now with a new TV show, Rebecca Brand’s Dinner 
Party Art Class. Rebecca summarizes, “[it is] a reality 
show where singles meet and love happens at a dinner 

party art class. It is a comedic, fun, and drama-filled dat-
ing show. I also produce a YouTube channel, ‘Rebecca 
Brand Recipes,’ which just launched this year and is do-
ing great with almost a million hits in just a few months. 
Who knew I’d hit the entertainment industry!”

(Submitted 1/25/13)

Rebecca Brand’s Dinner Party Art Class TV Show

William Verhelle founded First American Com-
mercial Bancorp, Inc. dba First American Equipment 
Finance, while a student at the Cornell Law School in 
1996. The company, headquartered in Fairport, NY, fi-
nances capital equipment for some of the largest hos-
pitals, colleges, universities, enterprise businesses, 
and nonprofit organizations in the United States. In 
2012 Inc. Magazine recognized First American for the 
eighth time as one of the fastest growing private 
companies in the U.S. (First American ranked as 
high as #3 on the 2001 Inc. 500 list.) In 2011, for 
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the tenth year since 2000, 
KPMG Rochester and the 
Rochester Business Alli-
ance listed First Ameri-
can as one of the Top 100 
companies headquartered 
in Rochester, NY. In 2012, 
the Best Companies Group 
chose First American as 
the #1 best place to work 
(less than 250 employees) 
in New York State. On April 
30, 2012, City National 
Bank of Los Angeles, CA, 
the 26th largest bank in the 
U.S., acquired First American in an all cash transac-
tion. After the acquisition, Bill was invited to contin-
ue in his prior role, leading the expansion of the U.S. 
equipment finance business, which continues to op-
erate independently, as a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
City National Bank. Before founding First American, 
Bill was vice president and western division manager 
of the Tokai Bank of Japan’s middle-market leasing 
company (now De Lage Landen Financial Services). 
Bill has a BA degree from the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor, an MBA from UCLA Anderson, and a JD 
from Cornell Law School. Bill is a member of the New 

Bill Verhelle

1992 FEMBA
(continued...)

York Bar Association. During 2008 Bill served as the 
chairman of the Equipment Leasing and Finance As-
sociation (ELFA) in Washington, DC. Bill resides in 
Naples, Florida, with his wife Cyndee, and their four 
sons: Mitchell, Bradley, Trey and Luke.

(Submitted 2/25/13)
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Tom Austin shares, “Pro-
fessionally, I’ve been at 
Applied Materials for the 
past 15 years. The first 5 
years were in mergers and 
acquisitions; the second 5 
years were various opera-
tional finance roles; and 
the most recent 5 years, I 
am the head of internal au-
dit which requires exten-
sive travel. On the personal 
side, since graduating from 
UCLA Anderson, I’ve lived in the San Francisco Bay 
area with my wife, Callie, and our two sons, Ryan (16) 
and Brett (12), who keep us quite busy.”

(Submitted 2/25/13)

1993 Full-Time MBA

Tom Austin

Pamela Berstler relates, “John Muir said something 
like ‘tug on one thing and you’ll find it connected to 
the rest of the world,’ and I’ve taken that to heart in 
my business and lifestyle. Since 2008 I’ve been devel-
oping the environmental training and design firm, G3 
Green Gardens Group from my base in Los Angeles. 
We’re building an enthusiastic and educated corps of 
people to train others in watershed wise landscaping 
changes using peer-to-peer hands-on experiences. G3 
was just awarded a 200 class per year contract with 
the Metropolitan Water Agency of Southern Califor-
nia (covers 6 counties in SoCal) to teach people about 
how to save water in their landscape and how to pre-
vent pollution in the local creeks, rivers, and ocean. 
We’re always looking for people who want to help 
spread the message of environmental rejuvenation, so 
join us yourselves or send your teen and adult kids to 
one of our communication workshops! We’re launch-
ing landscape professional training on the East Coast 
later in 2013. It’s going to be a busy year!”

(Submitted 1/28/13)

Deborah Knuckey shares, “After 16 years of humid 
summers in Washington, DC, I moved to the Bay Area 
earlier this year. The timing seemed perfect as we had 
an empty nest; but, apparently, this area is beautiful 
enough that my stepkids, Gillian (21) and Zach (20), 
promptly moved in! After a stint at a start-up, I am 
looking to use my MS in sustainable design with 
a firm in the green building sector. Husband Mi-

Reunions 2013
Saturday, May 18, 2013
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Hardy Lipscomb and family visiting Alcatraz

1993 Full-Time MBA
(continued...) week...). Mary is busy running a fundraising/auction 

campaign for Parker’s school. We’ve only been to the 
mountains once this year. The trip was the one that all 
dads can relate to and secretly dread. “Grasshopper” 
(Brandon) snatched the stone from my palm and started 
pushing me to go down double black diamonds and oth-
er runs that I’d only think about attempting after some 
peppermint schnapps. I crossed over to the “dark side” 
three years ago and started snowboarding, which I love. 
I’m now working at SAP Software in their mobile servic-
es division; I left Cisco last summer. It’s been great—hav-
ing a good time with good people. I’ve started road biking 
and try to get in two rides each week with a riding club at 
work. I miss all of you!”               (Submitted 1/26/13)

Deborah Knuckey’s pup Cailin learning to chill like a  
Californian at a winery in Napa

chael is from Carmel and loves being back in Northern 
California. I am loving reconnecting with Anderson 
friends, including Molly Rosen, Gary Himes, Julie 
Chuharski, Sharon Moseley, Ann Barton Morris, 
Dana Padden, and more.”           (Submitted 11/20/12)

Hardy Lipscomb updates, “Mary, Brandon (13), and 
Parker (10) are off to a great new year in Pleasanton 
(near San Francisco Bay). Brandon has gone “all-in” 
with baseball and is playing on a great travel team. Park-
er is focusing on tennis and is now at a point where he 
can play with Mary (who can smoke me any day of the 
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1993 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

Ann Morris is looking forward to seeing everyone 
in May at the reunion. She shares, “I’m a bit shocked 
that it’s our 20th reunion! Bay Area alums had a great 
time reconnecting in January. It was terrific to see 
Dana (Padden) Thomas, Shawn Dahlem, Les-
lie (Krampert) and Pete Lukowitsch, Suzanne 
Cheves, Molly (Tracy) Rosen, Randy Gordon, Ken 
Austin, Petra Schumann, Gary Himes, Deborah 
Knuckey, Jake Ryan, Lynn (Northfield) Gerson, 
and Linnea (Tveitmoe) Leonhardt among others!”

(Submitted 1/25/13)

Chris Schroeder says he is still wearing three hats: 
“The first is a safety helmet: I’m working full time in 
engineering management, now at VCC, a rapidly grow-
ing opto-electronics company in Poway, CA. Mostly 
I am learning that growth by acquisition can be hell 
on an engineering team! The second hat is more of a 
narrow-brimmed visor: my micro-sized hedge funds 
are still alive and kicking despite the volatility of the 
past five years. The third hat is a five-gallon cowboy 
hat which I try to hold onto as my four kids grow up. 
It’s been a wild ride! For those of you who might re-
member my son Ian—he is now 21. Yes we are old!”

(Submitted 2/26/13)

Arvind Singh shares, “Interesting time as I reflect on 
the 20 years since our graduation. So much has hap-
pened. Our daughter, Sonal, who was four weeks old 
when we started at Anderson is now graduating in 
May as a business major from an across-town school! 
My wife, Neeta, and I celebrated our 25th-wedding an-
niversary last November! My company, Utopia, com-
pletes its 10th year in business this March. We hosted a 
significant private-equity event last April in which we 
sold a third of our interest in Utopia in a large capital 
raise. I meet-up with Nelson Benchimol and Hen-
rik Hesselman fairly regularly in Miami (we bought 
a place in South Beach last year). Manju Bansal and 
I run into each other at SAP events. I am looking for-
ward to seeing all of you at the reunion!”

(Submitted 1/26/13)

Arvind Singh and family  at their holiday party, 2012
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We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 
following classmates via email:

Karen Trissel is living in San Diego with her husband 
and two teenagers. After a few years (and winters!) at 
General Mills, she came back to California and worked 
for Jack in the Box for eight years. For the past 10 years, 
Karen has been busy consulting and is a partner in San 
Diego Strategy Group with Jennifer Tankersley 
(’96).                 (Submitted 2/27/13)

1993 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

Akiko Osawa
Andira Borgo
Andrew Miller
Ann Dubay
Anne Gallagher
Arturo Olvera
Brian Dunn
Catherine Crowell
Christopher Atkinson
Dennis Chen
Donald Keane
Eric Shah
Evan Hainey
Francis Hu
Joao Comprido
Jong Kim
Joseph Oliver
Kenichi Sakakibara
Kevin Read
Kristin Donovan

Marc Stelzer
Miguel Iribarren
Niran Jiang
Osman Guney
P. Leith
Paul Li
Philip Davis
Ramona Cahn
Robert Seidler
Sandra Loder
Scott Ashton
Stefan Norman
Su-Ming Chen
Susan Lynch
Suzanne Elusorr
Ted London
Thomas Lewis
Tzejen Shih
Venkat Ramdev
Yukitoshi Yamazaki

Bruce Alberts is chief fi-
nancial officer of Western 
Asset Management Compa-
ny, one of the world’s lead-
ing fixed-income invest-
ment managers managing 
close to $500 Billion in as-
sets. Bruce joined Western 
Asset in 1999; the company 
since that time expanded its 
geographic footprint with 
offices in Pasadena, New York, London, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore, Tokyo, Melbourne, Sao Paulo, and Dubai. Bruce 
relates “I really enjoy working with bright, energetic 
people who are passionate about what they do, and we 
have that at Western Asset.” Bruce chairs the company’s 
management committee and is a member of the compa-
ny’s global strategy committee and compensation com-
mittee. “I’m a huge believer in continual professional 

1993 FEMBA

Bruce D. Alberts

Reunions 2013
Saturday, May 18, 2013

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
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We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 
following classmates via email:

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu

development” and Bruce indicates that “we established 
Western Asset University in 2007 with the goal of pro-
viding continuing personal and professional develop-
ment for our employees globally.” Bruce practices what 
he preaches—in addition to his MBA, Bruce also holds a 
CPA, CVA, and CGMA. In 2008, Bruce was awarded the 
prestigious ‘CFO of the Year’ award by the Los Angeles 
Business Journal. Bruce says “it was a great honor to be 
recognized among such a talented and diverse group of 
professionals.” Bruce married his wife, Erica, in 2005 
and says “I appreciate her love and support and always 
look forward to spending time with her.” Regarding the 
May reunion, Bruce states “I look forward to the upcom-
ing reunion and reigniting friendships.”

(Submitted 1/31/13)

Steve Franklin updates, “I am still at JPL. My daugh-
ter, Cara, graduated from CSU Channel Islands last 
June and is now selling insurance for AAA. Zach grad-
uates from Oregon State in June and is studying his-
tory. Harry is a junior and is looking at colleges back 
east and Kelly will be entering ninth grade this fall at 
Hart High School in Newhall.”             (Submitted 2/26/13)
Paul Lantero writes, “Hard to believe that we’ve 
been in Chicago for 12 years now. I have mixed loyal-
ties being a UCLA alumnus but paying tuition for my 
son who is at USC!”                 (Submitted 2/25/13)

1993 FEMBA
(continued...)

Craig Rethmeyer
Gary Meyers

Henry Millson
John Deal

1993 EMBA

Chih-Hsien Lo
James Ho

John Thompson
Michele Turner

Reunions 2013
Saturday, May 18, 2013

We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 
following classmates via email:

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
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Tom Milhoff and his kids, Ben and Max

1994 Full-Time MBA
Class President: Nancy Argent
Email: Nancy.Argent.1994@anderson.ucla.edu

Anthony Gmitruk recently attended an alumni din-
ner with Eric Mokover (‘80), held in December at 
Aliso Viejo Country Club. He says, “It was fun to meet 
alumni from Orange County and to hear Eric’s update 
on the school.”                (Submitted 1/29/13)

Vanessa Humiston-Bates announces, “I am now 
semi-retired and pursuing a masters of arts in theol-
ogy at Fuller Seminary!”               (Submitted 1/27/13)

Thomas Millhoff offers, “Since purchasing Helio-
Power in 2007, we’ve grown it into one of the nation’s 
leading solar and integrated energy services firms. We 
are one of California’s leading residential solar install-
ers and I am focused on developing projects which 
reduce energy expense for California’s agricultural 
and food processing businesses. I’d love to earn your 
business! Find me at www.HelioPower.com/FoodEn-
ergy. All is good on the family front! Sue, Max (10), and 
Ben (8) remain happy here in Tahoe. Our evenings 
and weekends are filled with skiing, basketball, Cub 
Scouts, and friends. If your travels take you this way, 
please track us down!”

(Submitted 1/28/13)

Larry Stein shares his latest: “I was working at a sys-
tems management startup called KACE that was ac-
quired by Dell in 2010. I spent a year in England with 
Dell and returned about a year ago. In October, I left 
Dell and joined a cloud-networking startup called 
Pertino. Edye and I now have one daughter in college, 
one senior preparing to launch, and a high school 
sophomore. We are quickly moving to becoming emp-
ty-nesters!”                 (Submitted 1/12/13)
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Kathryn Van Ness 
reminisces, “A quick 
hello to the Classes 
1992 through 1998! 
I transferred to UCI 
to ‘improve’ yet an-
other career center 
and retired in 2009. 
My fondest memo-
ries? My time with 
all of you MBA-ers! 
The most humorous? 
When I received a 
call to quickly delete 
an online photo that 
had gone viral show-
ing some male MBA students doing the “Full Monty” 
at the spring stage show in Hollywood! I miss those 
moments and working with all of you as your career 
services director. I now lead, develop, and tutor my 
8 grandchildren. I’m absolutely sure they will be as 
marvelous as all of you.”

(Submitted 1/16/13)

1994 CERT

Kathryn Van Ness rappelling in 
 Utah’s Bryce Canyon

Megan Satterlee shares, “In November, I was re-
elected to the Los Altos City Council and am current-
ly the mayor pro tem. I continue to work full time at 

1995 Full-Time MBA

Hewlett Packard and spend the rest of my time with 
our two-year-old son, Wardin.”               (Submitted 1/25/13)

Rinji Watanabe relays, “I am enjoying skiing with my 
daughters. In Japan, with the new Prime Minister, the 
economy is beginning to rebound. As an investment ad-
visor, I predict that the Japanese stock will fall tempo-
rarily until March; however, high stock prices and low 
JPY will continue until 2017.”                  (Submitted 1/28/13)

Samir Ghosh has sold his social collaboration busi-
ness, Qontext, to Autodesk in October and is current-
ly looking for his next gig. He writes, “Caught up with 
Neeraj and Rupen last November—both are doing 

1996 Full-Time MBA
Class President: Steve Smith
Email: Steve.Smith.1996@anderson.ucla.edu

Samir Ghosh
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Scott Altman and his family made the big move from 
Scottsdale, AZ (where they had spent the past 8 years) 
back to Orange County in January. Scott accepted a 
position with Cyberonics selling medical devices for 
patients with severe epilepsy. The Altmans bought a 
house in San Clemente and their 3 kids, Ally (13), Ryan 
(11), and Carly (6), are all doing a great job of getting 
acclimated to their new schools. They are excited to 
be back in SoCal and hope to reconnect with friends 
in the area.      (Submitted 2/5/13)

Donna Winfrey 
exclaims, “2012 
was an excellent 
year! I was for-
tunate enough 
to take a trip to 
the Galapagos 
Islands and saw 
Lonesome George 
the day before he 
died. I also par-
ticipated in 
my 2nd annu-

Baptu Koyal sends 
his greetings: “After 20 
years in the corporate 
world in the areas of 
program management, 
M&A, and Six Sigma 
process improvement, 
my partners and I have 
taken the entrepreneur-
ial leap with our own 
company. It’s a wonder-
ful time in life when you 
can continue giving back 
to society by resolving 
some of our great so-
cial problems. We have 
produced a concept and product that prevents school 
bullying against children and also protects women 
and men from assailants. We are proud to be launch-
ing our product, ICEBlackbox, in the spring of 2013 
with endorsements from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation and other entities.             (Submitted 1/25/13)

Baptu Koyal, co-founder and chief 
operating officer of ICEBlackbox, Inc.

1997 CERT

1998 Full-Time MBA
Class President: Kevin DiCerbo
Email: Kevin.DiCerbo.1998@anderson.ucla.edu

Lonesome George was a male Pinta Island 
tortoise and the last known individual of the 

subspecies. In his last years, he was known as 
the rarest creature in the world.

great with gorgeous families. I saw Lev in January—
kicking butt in business and “owning” L.A. I’m look-
ing forward to our next class reunion!”

1996 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)
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1998 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

al Avon Walk for Breast Cancer in Santa Barbara, CA; 
walking 39.3 miles over two days and raising $2500 to 
help fund care and prevention efforts. I also went back 
to school, Fielding Graduate University, to begin work 
on my professional coaching certification.”

(Submitted 2/1/13)

Abigail Hogg
Adam Kuhn
Adrienne Meyers
Brian Armstrong

Jeffrey Sauer
Lorenzo Urizar
Paula Lieberman

Daniel Sandweiss shares, “Started my own consult-
ing firm for small business owners in New Mexico in 
2011. First year was rough; this year is looking better.”

(Submitted 1/29/13)

After a 14-year investment banking career, Terence 
Yeh recently joined Aerospace Manufacturing Group, 
a Los Angeles-based precision machining company. 
As executive vice president responsible for operations 
and strategic planning, he will spend time between the 
company’s Gardena and Huntington Beach facilities. 

(Submitted 2/2/13)

1998 FEMBA

Andrew Paredes
Dayna Yamabe
Elliot Wilbur
Kathleen Kawakami
Leslie Park

Louis Abel
Punhau Chik
Won Yu
Yun-Chen Sung

Reunions 2013
Saturday, May 18, 2013

We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 
following classmates via email:

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 

following classmates via email:

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email 

to: classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
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Mohammad Islam announces, “I just received a 
promotion from chief operating officer to president of 
Advanced Technology Company.”      (Submitted 1/25/13)

1998 CERT
Class President: S. Intesar Haider
Email: Syed.Haider.1999@anderson.ucla.edu

1999 Full-Time MBA

Alex Lawrence was pro-
moted to assistant dean at 
Anderson MBA admissions 
and financial aid department.

(Submitted 1/29/13)

Alex Lawrence

Barbara Liang shares, 
“2013 marks my 13th year 
with Procter & Gamble. I 
now travel around Asia and 
work on many interest-
ing new business develop-
ments. Please contact me if 
you ever visit Hong Kong or 
Taiwan!” (Submitted 2/5/13)

Barbara Liang at Proctor & 
Gamble’s Year End Party

1998 EMBA
Reunions 2013
Saturday, May 18, 2013

George Rodgers

We need your help!  We have lost touch with the 
following classmates via email:

If you know how to reach any of these classmates, 
please help us get connected and send us an email to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
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1999 CERT
Ron Cohen is vice president of 
product development at Nant-
Works.             (Submitted 1/25/13)

Ron Cohen

From across the pond, Kathy Schneider shares, “James 
and I have been living in London since May 2004 and it 
is home. Our two boys, Armando and Massimo, are six 
years old and three years old. I am still with Dell. In July I 
moved into a global role running channel marketing and 
programs worldwide while James just joined E&Y. I am 
enjoying learning more about Asia-Pac—I visited Bei-
jing and Shanghai in September and will be in Singapore 
in March. Wishing everyone a fantastic 2013!”

(Submitted 1/17/13)

1999 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

Kathy, James, Armando, and Massimo Schneider, Christmas 2012

Manuel Monroy has found good traction in the mobile 
marketing space down in Mexico, where a company he 
founded back in 2007, iPling, Inc., is working with Wal-
Mart, American Express, several universities, and a cou-
ple government agencies to develop interactive SMS-
based campaigns.                                  (Submitted 1/30/13)
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