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Class President: Audrey Anhood
Email: Audrey.Anhood.2010@anderson.ucla.edu

Mohamed Jukaku offers, “After months of hard 
work, I’m thrilled to announce that my wife and I 
have launched HerBabyShower.com, an e-commerce 
destination featuring unique and personalized baby 
shower favors. We want to help you celebrate one of 
life’s most precious events! Our little company blurb: 
Life is a series of milestones to be celebrated, and 
the favors are an important part of every special oc-
casion. At HerBabyShower.com, we are committed 
to providing an unmatched selection of high-quality 
baby shower favors, games, party supplies, and gifts. 
Combined with our exceptional customer service, 
we guarantee your celebration to be an unparalleled 
event… at least, of course, until your next baby show-
er! For those of you that are social-media savvy, like us 
on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and check out our 
upcoming pin boards on Pinterest. To celebrate our 
launch, I wanted to extend our special Friends & Family 
promotion to the Anderson community. Simply use the 
coupon code ANDERSON when checking out. With this 
promotion, you can shop the site as often as you like and 
get 20% off MSRP until June 1, 2013.  We look forward to 
shopping with you on HerBabyShower. Please feel free to 
reach us at support@herbabyshower.com with any ques-

tions or feedback. Thanks in advance for your support!”
(Submitted 1/29/13)

2010 Full-Time MBA

Ryan Jaleh and Corey Epstein left their full-time 
consulting roles at Deloitte and ZS Associates, re-
spectively, in order to pursue their lifelong dream of 
bringing high-quality high-fashion to the common 

Class President: Kevin Morris
Email: Kevin.Morris.2011@anderson.ucla.edu 

2011 Full-Time MBA

2010 FEMBA
Parvez Syed Mohamed 
writes, “I left Hewlett 
Packard in January to 
launch my own startup, 
Applotita Networks.”

(Submitted 2/1/2013)

Parvez Syed Mohamed
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Ryan Jones’s son, Henry, on his favorite teddy bear rug.

Yaniv Ravid shares joyful news, “My baby boy, Amit, 
was born on January 10, 2013. My daughter, Romi, is 
almost two years old.”               (Submitted 1/23/13)

Michael Walsh updates, “I’ve taken on a new role at 
Deloitte and have now moved into our national inno-
vation group doing a combination of business develop-
ment, product management, and product marketing. 
Basically we are building an analytics platform for use 
in-house and with clients. Other than that, still loving 
San Francisco with Courtney, hanging with the ‘Nor-
Cal Manderson bros’ and trying to play rugby against 
guys 10 years younger than me. Good times!”

(Submitted 1/29/13)

Class President: Nick Avallone
Email: Nick.Avallone.2011@anderson.ucla.edu

2011 FEMBA

After graduation, Frank Jiang switched to the in-
vestment team and took a quantitative analyst role 
with a focus on global and emerging market invest-
ment strategies, as well as research in Chinese do-
mestic equity market.    (Submitted 2/1/13)

2011 Full-Time MBA
(continued...)

Ryan Jaleh and Corey Epstein’s new venture, 20JEANS.

man. The duo’s new fast-growing venture, 20JEANS, is 
a high-style men’s apparel company with a healthy dis-
dain for overpriced clothes. Check them out online and 
visit their Facebook page (a little ‘Like’ goes a long way!). 

(Submitted 1/25/13)

Ryan D. Jones happily announces, “My wife Rachel 
and I welcomed our first child, Henry Ryan Jones, in to 
the world on November 16, 2012.”         (Submitted 1/28/13)
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Would love to hear from our classmates! 
Send your updates to: 

classnotes@anderson.ucla.edu
or click here to submit online.

Class President: Mia Tepper
Email: Mia.Tepper.2011@anderson.ucla.edu

2011 EMBA

Lisa Juarez moved to Vi-
king River Cruises in Wood-
land Hills, CA, this February 
to serve as vice president 
of marketing communica-
tions. Previously, she was 
the marketing director for 
UCLA Extension.

(Submitted 1/31/13)

Mia Tepper was promoted 
to chief operating officer 
at Inter Science Institute 
upon receiving her MBA from UCLA Anderson and 
celebrated her 20th anniversary with the company 
in October 2011. She offers, “Enjoy keeping in touch 
with classmates at the get-togethers that have been 
arranged throughout California. Look for a Napa in-
vite this summer!”   (Submitted 2/6/13)

Lisa Juarez

Class President: Dwight Holcomb
Email: Dwight.Holcomb.2011@anderson.ucla.edu 

2011 GEMBA Asia Pacific

After graduating from the GEMBA program in 2011, 
Sudheen Kumar has moved from San Francisco to 
Bangalore to run a software company of 250 people 
as chief operating officer and country manager. Aside 
from work, Sudheen is busy getting his family settled 
in India after living the last 14 years in the US.

(Submitted 12/15/12)
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Summers McKay enthusias-
tically writes, “Thrilled to share 
that I will be running an exciting 
new program for undergrads. As 
the Program Director of UCLA 
Anderson EDGE, I get to share 
tools that undergrads and re-
cent grads will need at the start 
of their careers. Through the 
lenses of business literacy, com-
munication, and leadership, we 
are helping student start-ups. I am thrilled to be back and 
collaborating with Anderson faculty! I also continue to 
publish Caution Curves Ahead, a site launched while get-
ting my MBA.”                  (Submitted 1/29/13)

Tracey Virtue shares, 
“Since graduation I’ve taught 
management communica-
tions twice at UCLA An-
derson, made three public 
speaking appearances about 
entrepreneurship/commu-
nications/education, and 
been interviewed five times 
on the radio. I’m also proud to 
announce that our AutoMD 
Insta-Quotes! service (beta) is now live in our three 
test markets. Let the marketing analytics begin!”

(Submitted 2/4/13)

Class President: Devin McGrath
Email: Devin.McGrath.2012@anderson.ucla.edu 

2012 Full-Time MBA

Dustin Goot offers, “I’ve just surpassed my three-
month mark at Fullscreen, Inc., where I head a busi-
ness line that provides marketing services via YouTube 
influencers. The company is growing rapidly, having 
just emerged as the #1 independent multichannel net-
work on YouTube (per comScore). It has offered a great 
learning experience of YouTube and the evolution of the 
digital video business, in general. Please reach out if you 
want to discuss any YouTube strategy your business is 
contemplating. If it’s not related to what I do, I can find 
an expert just down the hall!”              (Submitted 1/28/13)

Class President: Eric Cheng
Email: Eric.Cheng.2012@anderson.ucla.edu 

2012 EMBA

Lara Clarke shares, “I became a partner/princi-
pal at Los Angeles Capital Management in the 2012 
and welcomed a beautiful baby girl, Madeleine Mae 
Clarke, this January!”              (Submitted 2/10/13)

Summers McKay

Tracey Virtue
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Class President: Ian Pyrah
Email: Ian.Pyrah.2013@anderson.ucla.edu 

2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific

Naveen Bhagam shares, “Professionally, my fund 
in India had 20% returns for the year 2012 and look-
ing forward to another decent year in 2013. The goal 
is to set the stage for 2014 which is when we think 
global economy will be back on track. On a separate 
note, my consulting gig here in U.S. is going well and I 
have been travelling a lot. My son still thinks he’s been 
given a timeout for moving back to India—apart from 
that, family is all settled and happy.”

Alejandra Bravo shares, “After the module of May 
2012, I started working as a chief marketing officer in 
a telecom group in charge of marketing and product 
development of four companies. The best part of my 
year was Rumi Kaibara’s and Ashlie Wallace’s vis-
it! We had a great time! Ashlie came with two friends a 
week before Rumi—she then went on a trip to Patago-
nia. We had dinner in a Polynesian restaurant where 
we saw regional dances and we danced too. Rumi came 
all the way down to the south of Chile, close to Patago-
nia. I had to work, so she was doing rafting and visit-
ing other places while I was working, but we had time 
to dine together at night. On the weekend, we went to 
the farm for horseback riding, to a winery, and to pick 

up Ash and her friends at the airport to spend the rest 
of the weekend in Viña del Mar. We had a great time 
together! Also, my son, Martin, won the most impor-
tant award of his class this year, so overall he has been 
behaving . . . for now!”

Alejandra with Rumi and Ashlie

Joe Bunya shares, “I am using 
my learning to start a couple of 
projects in WD. I am also work-
ing with Professor Chris Tang, 
co-writing a teaching case 
about how WD responded to 
the flood and what WD is doing 
to prevent/respond to future 
floods.”

Dominic Chan relates, “Matthew Festo and I are 
now working together. This is one of the great gains 
from the program: a great friend and colleague. 2012 
was a busy year for me and a tough one for my in-
dustry. My daughter, Sophie, is going to kindergar-
ten next year and will start primary school there-

Joe Bunya
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after. The whole 
family will be busy 
getting her pre-
pared for that—it 
is a big deal here in 
Singapore. Raphael 
has started walk-
ing and has quite 
a temper! He has 
not started talk-
ing though. Sanita 
has joined with her 
friend in a start-up 
company distribut-
ing premium Eu-
ropean lingerie in the region. Her business is now 
gaining some traction and I am happy for her (and 
sometimes provide her unwelcomed consultation 
based on what I have learned from the MBA pro-
gram). I have also started learning about coaching—
something that I may consider picking up in the near 
future. If any classmates are interested to embark on 
that learning journey together, let me know. I am plan-
ning to attend the Latvian Song and Dance Festival in 
2013. Hopefully it will not clash with our graduation 
ceremony. Any classmates who are interested to join 
me will be welcomed. I can help arrange the logistics.

2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Dominic Chan and son Raphael

Amit Chopra has named 2012, “Year of the Biggest 
Loser.” He writes, “While most people focus on ca-
reer once they are done with the MBA program, I had 
to switch priorities to focus on first getting my health 
back. In September I started to focus on regular work-
outs and improved my eating habits significantly to 
the effect of dropping almost 50 pounds (that’s 22 
kgs for my non-American friends!). It’s never felt 
this good before to be called a ‘loser.’ Wish everyone a 
great 2013 and looking forward to catching up with all 
of you in Singapore later this year.”

Amit Chopra before and after weight loss
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2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Julie Escobar updates, “Maxim spent his first 
Thanksgiving with me and my friends in Los Ange-
les. I bought my first turkey . . . I did not cook it my-
self but we still had a great time. After having a great 
dinner and feeling thankful for all the great things 
in our lives, we decided to go downtown to look for 
homeless and give them each a warm plate of food—
we found some souls in the 
street who were happy 
to have a Thanksgiving 
meal. Professionally I am 
fully responsible for grow-
ing business all over Asia. 
I will be traveling every 
quarter and I hope to see 
more of my classmates. My 
goals for 2013: Make a lot 
of money, do more Yoga, 
become a Zumba Instruc-
tor, and travel to Brazil to 
do some kitesurfing!” Julie Escobar

Matthew Festo has 
met one of his goals 
in joining the EMBA 
program by getting 
employment as a 
business unit man-
ager with PCI Lim-
ited, working for our 
classmate, Dominic 
Chan. Matthew com-
pleted his migration 
to Singapore at the 
end of the year and 
Minny, his fiance, 
has joined him as 
well. Matthew and 
Minny officially tied 
the knot February 8, 2013 at San Francisco City Hall. 
With all the newly-found free time, Matt plans to (fi-
nally) take Chinese language lessons.

Matthew Festo and wife Minny
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Ajmair Heer happily 
shares, “Celebrating clos-
ing a deal that literally 
took me the entire year 
to close. Also, I hired our 
classmate TT after he fin-
ished the MBA program. 
He’s off to a great start. 
I took a month off from 
work and visited South-
ern California and spent 
quality time with Sharon 
and the kids!”

Shigeru Hirai is keeping it real and still partying in 
Shanghai—Gangnam style.

Rumi Kaibara shares, “After 
finishing up the EMBA, I was 
promoted to director and am 
taking more responsibilities at 
Green Stamp. For the Japanese 
government project, we orga-
nized the Women and Sport 
Leadership Conference 2012 
in Tokyo, inviting international 
delegates, Japanese Olympic 

2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Ajmair Heer with his family

Shigeru Hirai, 
“Gangnam Style”

Committees, and 
the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Culture, 
Sports, Science and 
Technology. I suc-
cessfully formed 
partnerships within 
international sports 
organizations in the 
past 6 months: the 
Women’s Sports 
Foundation and 
University of Michi-
gan (USA), CS4L 
(Canada), CAAWS (Canada), CAC (Canada), IWG (Fin-
land), and WSFF (England). My highlight this year was 
definitely the amazing trip to Chile visiting Alejandra 
Bravo and spending time with her family, horseback rid-
ing at Ale’s family’s farm, river rafting, and wine tasting. 
We also joined Ashlie Wallace and her friends for the 
last few days and it was such a nice reunion for the Intake 
8 in Chile. In recognition of the HappyDoll activities in 
India and Singapore, on behalf of the Intake 8 HappyDoll 
team, I received the 2012 HappyDoll Benefactors Award. 
With your generosity, support, and dedication, our team 
connected with hundreds of children and brought a smile 
to their faces, thank you HappyDoll Team!”

Rumi Kaibara and Alejandra Bravo in Chile
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2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Paul Lawyer sends a picture that represents both his 
professional and personal life: It was taken in Jakarta, 
Indonesia in November 2012 with a Special Olympics 
athlete and his training partner.

Paul Lawyer

Updates from Michael Leck: “The graduation in Los 
Angeles last August also signaled the end of a 1 1/2-year 
of travelling around the world. We made a final stop in 
New York on our way home to Denmark and had the 
pleasure of one evening of personal guidance from New 
York party girl numero uno Rumi Kaibara. Back home, 
we have spent, more or less, the last quarter of 2012 get-
ting used to being back—back into our apartment, back to 

the job, back into the 
routines, and not to 
mention, back to the 
wet and cold Scandi-
navian weather. I am 
back in my old consul-
tancy company, now 
being responsible for 
a service-line con-
sisting of 30 consul-
tants working with process improvements.”

Jason Li had a good vacation in Bali spending time 
with family.

Michael Leek visiting with  
Rumi Kaibara in New York

Jason Li
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2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Updates from Ivan Loh: “After bidding the class fare-
well in Los Angeles, Daphne and I spent a week in 
Hawaii before heading back to Singapore. Work wise, 
Bugis Street is busy as usual. I applied to SPRING, a 
Singapore government agency, in November 2012 for 
a sizable grant to develop and launch the Bugis Street 
online platform. They invited me to participate in an 
e-commerce study visit delegation to the U.S. in April 
to learn from the big boys, like Amazon, Zappos, and 
Apple. I guess that is a sign that the content I came 
up with for the application is looking positive. I went 
back to NUS in December to attend the mandatory 
one-week program with the local MBAs. The classes 
were a bit of an overlap with our last segmental UCLA 
but I did meet a few business owners that were look-
ing to expand their operations in emerging markets. 
Since then, I have set up and registered a consulting 
firm with a couple of partners. The company is called 
Kingbridge Global Consulting Group. It was quite an 
experience setting it up. Essentially, the firm special-
izes in being the enabler for enterprises looking for 
opportunities to grow their businesses in emerging/
foreign markets by leveraging on expert business 
analytics and an extensive global network. The com-
pany also plays matchmaker to ready and available 
projects/business opportunities by assisting clients 
in identifying suitable candidates (investors, suppli-

ers, vendors, etc.) worldwide. I’m starting to build the 
foundation now, so we’ll see how far I can take this.”

Ivan Loh and Daphne in Hawaii

Vincent Low ponders, “On the professional end, 
nothing much—exploring a possible new role for next 
year but it’s not confirmed. On personal side, I have 
been enjoying the “free” time with family and the baby 
is finally warming up to me (which isn’t necessarily a 
good thing when she is crying or grumpy).”
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Ian Pyrah shares, “I am back into the busy world of 
drug development. I have used the EMBA learning to 
build a financial model to help decide where to invest 
research dollars, help with business expansion into the 
developing world, and am leading an effort to rethink 
our outsourcing strategy. On the personal front, I com-
pleted the Disney half-marathon, and have done an-
other two ‘halfs’ since then. I’m currently training for 
a triathlon in Hawaii at spring break—if you’re going to 
exercise, there ought to be a reward! My family had a 
great winter break in Big Bear (ski resort close to Los 
Angeles), with great conditions. The kids really got into 
skiing; Mary preferred the open fire and reading.”

Thomas Malayil announces, “We have moved to Ja-
karta, Indonesia. I am starting as co-chief executive 
officer of Lippo Malls and will become chief executive 
officer after a transition period.”

Maxim Mamin can’t stop travelling since gradua-
tion: Seoul, Barcelona, Paris, Bangkok, Singapore, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Koh Lipe, Phuket and Siem Reap in 
four months! He shares, “Business in Malaysia runs 
well, my team won the Best Performance Award! Miss 
you all! Charlie and Angels are on the way to organize 
postgraduation trip for the Best Intake. Stay tuned.”

Bismi Mathew writes, “The update from my end is 
that I have relocated to Jacksonville Florida in Feb-
ruary 2013. I will be working on the mobile payments 
platform for Citibank.”

Jason Miller sends a 
memorable photo of his 
Malibu proposal.

2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Jason Miller proposes Ian Pyrah skiing with his kids
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2012 GEMBA Asia Pacific
(continued...)

Patricia Reed is excited about her new job at AppSense, 
a new startup. She writes, “Very happy. First hire in Asia; 
all is going really well; and look forward to building the 
business here. Very exciting and love the energy.”

Sanjay Singh writes, “I am at Sandisk as a senior 
staff engineer reporting to the chief technology officer 
of Flashsoft division.”

Sindu Sreebhavan has been spending more time 
with family. Sindu shares, “After graduation, I joined 
the UCLA alumni association and met many wonder-

Sanjay Singh

ful alumni from other streams of UCLA. On the work 
front, nothing much changed, still the same—chasing 

clients, negotiating deals and so on. Outside of work, 
I am doing a project with Audrey Chia on CSR in Sin-
gapore. I am also gearing up to start my dream proj-
ect—it is a magazine with a for-the-children-by-the-
children format. I have roped in a friend with similar 
passions to be a partner for this venture. Currently we 
are forming collaborations with different organiza-
tions and schools conducting several talent hunts for 
junior authors and illustrators across the island. We 

Sindu Sreebhaven’s kids
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are hoping to launch our first issue by the first quarter 
of the year. So, if your kids or their friends have a pas-
sion for writing, you could send their creative prod-
ucts to me. The entries selected by our editors will be 
published in the magazine. My kids are super-duper 
excited about this and I think that is one of the most 
rewarding experiences.”

Antony Szafranek writes, “Following the course 
completion in August, I was appointed as interim-
executive vice president, strategy, for the Rolls-
Royce marine business—a great learning experience 
and something I really enjoyed (for the six months!). 
Thankfully, however, they had already made an ap-
pointment but were waiting for his notice period to 
expire, so six months of putting all facets of the pro-
gram into practice. My wife is currently pregnant 
with our first child, which will no doubt be life chang-
ing in many ways, but I am very much looking forward 
to this new chapter. Gone will be the lazy weekends! 
I met with Ivan Loh in Bangkok for a “fun” night out. 
Ask Ivan about it.”

Updates from Danny Thien:”My older daughter just 
started kindergarten—her first steps towards UCLA! 
Younger daughter is one year old and has literally just 
taken her first steps. On the professional front, I have 

just been appointed global practice lead for Utopia’s 
Master Data Governance practice area. Work has 
been keeping me very busy. On the side, I’m exploring 
opportunities to start a business in Vietnam. Still in 
the early stages though, but putting the research from 
our management practicum into good use.”

Foo Tuan Tong (TT)  has had a busy year: “My young-
er daughter is an ongoing project which started just 
before my Bangalore segment. She is clearly my big-
gest achievement in 
2012, easily beating 
graduating from the 
MBA course. On the 
professional front, 
I recently joined 
Ajmair Heer at 
Cisco Systems. I am 
still adjusting to the 
environment and 
looking forward to a 
great year ahead.”

Foo Tuan Tong (TT) with his family
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Wang Ya-Hui shares, “I am vice president of radio at 
MediaCorp, Singapore’s national broadcasting cor-
poration, and I head Singapore’s only classical mu-
sic station Symphony 92.4FM. I have just passed my 
6-month probation and am now a confirmed employ-
ee. Putting all that I have learned from the EMBA pro-
gram into the running the station’s business.”

Class President: Mary Domo
Email: Mary.Domo.2013@anderson.ucla.edu 

2013 FEMBA

Giovanna Imbesi and Mia Tepper (EMBA 2011) vis-
ited Notre Dame Academy in Los Angeles and presented 
a talk for Ms. Mock’s Anatomy class. Mia Tepper repre-
sented her company, Inter Science Institute, where she 
is chief operating officer. Inter Science specializes in 
laboratory testing for neuroendocrine patients. Giovan-
na Imbesi spoke as a neuroendocrine cancer survivor, 
representing her nonprofit Generate Possibility.  

(Submitted 2/12/2013)

Giovanna Imbesi and Mia Tepper (EMBA 2011) visit with Ms. Mock’s 
anatomy class at Notre Dame Academy, Los Angeles
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