Mgmt. 298D: e-Business and Supply Chains
Fall 2000

Prof. A. Geoffrion

Assignment for Class 10

1.  Read "The Future" section (begins on page 122) of Geoffrion and Powers, "Twenty Years of Strategic Distribution System Design: An Evolutionary Perspective," Interfaces, 1995.

Previously you read other parts of this article.  This reading is to help you prepare for the class 10 discussion about the future of e-business and supply chains.  To date, these predictions are holding up quite well, but some important developments were not anticipated.  What are they?

2.  Read Penzias, "The Next Fifty Years: Some Likely Impacts of Solid-State Technology," Bell Labs Technical Journal, Autumn 1997; online at

www.lucent.com/ideas/perspectives/bltj/autumn_97/paper08/000000.html
This is a provocative view of the future by a Nobel Laureate physicist who was VP and Chief Scientist of Bell Labs at the time he wrote this.  Ponder the implications for

e-business and supply chain management of each of his predictions, and be prepared to give your opinions about them.  The predictions are summarized briefly at www.anderson.ucla.edu/faculty/art.geoffrion/home/ec1/penzias.htm.

3.  Read Baran, S., "Bloodhound Technology," Internet World, 15 October 2000, pp. 104-106.  [class 8 handout]

Location-based applications are going to be important within a few years, and not only for B2C.  This brief article mentions some of these but, more importantly, sketches why the technology for location-aware mobile cell phones must be deployed.

4.  Read Yang, D., "Leaving Moore's Law in the Dust," U.S. News Online and World Report, Business & Technology, 7 July 2000; online at www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/000710/moore.htm.  [class 8 handout]

This brief article mentions two technologies not much stressed in the Penzias article: 3D graphics and hard-drive storage technology.  Both could be important for the future of e-commerce and supply chains.  How?

5.  Read pages 56-59 of Lapidus, G., "Gentlemen, Start Your Search Engines," Goldman Sachs Investment Research, January 2000.  

[class 9 handout]

This excerpt explains why and how automobiles are destined to become an important venue for e-business.

6.  Turn in your Term Paper.

This assignment is fully described in the syllabus.  Please follow those instructions carefully.  Don't forget the PowerPoint slides and the Web posting.
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