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Cookie cutter treats
Various shapes make for more than just
the same old baked dough. TASTE, F1

The legacy of 1607
Wil LaVeist explores the Native American side of the
Jamestown 2007 commemoration. LOCAL NEWS, C1
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Know your
Bill of Rights
A series examines
the foundation of
U.S. liberty. Opinion

Marshals to patrol
public transit
Officers will go undercover at
bus and train stations, on
ferries and at other sites. A11

‘Brokeback’ at top 
of Golden Globes
The movie gets seven nominations.
Keira Knightley, right, is up for best
actress in “Pride and Prejudice.” A2

The high cost
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series on poverty and
the people affected. A1
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Latest ‘King Kong’ creates nostalgic effect for some locals

BY MIKE HOLTZCLAW
mholtzclaw@dailypress.com  |  928-6479

Bill Roob searches his mind for
several seconds, trying to find the
right word to describe what it was
like to watch “King Kong” for the
first time.

Finally, he settles on one.
“It was humongous,” Roob

says.
Roob is 79 years old, but it’s

appropriate that the Yorktown res-
ident would choose a childlike
word. After all, he was barely 6
years old when he saw the great
ape on the big screen in 1933.

The latest version of “King
Kong” arrives in movie theaters
today — a $200 million special
effects epic surrounded by the
hype of a critically acclaimed
blockbuster that some think will
be the biggest box office draw
since “Titanic.”

The new version, directed by
Oscar winner Peter Jackson as a
homage to his favorite film of all
time, has cast a renewed spotlight
on the original. A remastered col-
lector’s edition of the 1933 original

is one of the best-
selling DVD
boxed sets this
Christmas sea-
son.

And it has
brought back
memories for
older movie fans
who saw the orig-

inal “King Kong” in theaters as
children. They say that the genera-
tions who have grown up on “Star

Drivers
may face
more toll

roads
Many state lawmakers don’t
want to raise the gas tax.
Adding more tolls offers an
alternative way to finance
transportation improvements.

BY HUGH LESSIG
hlessig @dailypress.com | 804-225-7345

RICHMOND — With a few notable excep-
tions, Virginia drivers have come to
expect free admission to their roads and
highways. 

But an increased
reliance on tolls must
be part of the debate
when the General
Assembly convenes
next month to take up
transportation, three
leading House Republi-
cans said Tuesday.

Secretary of Trans-
portation Pierce

Homer, who shared a panel with the law-
makers, said Virginia has found itself at
a financial crossroads.

“We’re looking at a very significant
policy shift in how we get from Point A to
Point B,” he said.

The panel capped a day of speeches
and discussion with reporters and edi-
tors at the annual AP Day at the Capi-
tal, an event put on by the Virginia
Associated Press Managing Editors
and the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists.

Also appearing was Gov.-elect Tim
Kaine, who could be willing to consider
new sources of cash for transportation
in 2006.

Kaine campaigned on the need for a

Panel votes
to seek port
officials’ pay

A special committee of the Vir-
ginia Port Authority recom-
mends that the top three ter-
minal salaries be made public.

BY PETER DUJARDIN
pdujardin@dailypress.com  |  247-4749

NORFOLK — A Virginia Port Authority
special panel voted Tuesday to recom-
mend that a state-created port operating
company publicly reveal the compensa-
tion of its three highest-paid officers.

The move would require Virginia In-
ternational Terminals, or VIT, to provide
the list of its top officers when it submits
its annual budget each spring — bring-
ing to light the salary levels that have
been secret for 24 years.

“There are good public-policy reasons
to make as much information public as
we reasonably can,” said John G. Mil-
liken, chairman of the VPA’s 12-member
board. “That’s the nature of the democ-
racy in which we operate.”

The recommendation must be ap-
proved by the full VPA board early next
year before it can take effect. It falls short

Invisible elections
IRAQI CANDIDATES MUST BE GUARDED WHILE CAMPAIGNING 

VOTERS: A girl’s mother gets the ubiquitous purple
stain indicating that she has voted. AFP/GETTY IMAGES PHOTO

EXPATRIATES: Iraqis around the world, such as in
Copenhagen, Denmark, placed their votes. AP PHOTO

The original “King Kong.” PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.

Detainees say torture killed 2 prisoners
Iraqi officials say the pair
died of natural causes. The
U.S. ambassador says Iraqi
guards are accused of abus-
ing at least 120 prisoners.

BY BORZOU DARAGAHI AND LOUISE ROUG
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BAGHDAD, IRAQ — Two detainees may
have been tortured to death at the
hands of Iraqi security forces, the
head of a commission investigating
allegations of abuse at Iraqi jails said

Tuesday.
But the precise cause of their

deaths is unclear, said Iraqi Deputy
Prime Minister Rosh Shawais, who is
heading the investigation.

Detainees told investigators that
the two alleged victims were tortured
or starved to death; prison officials

say they died of natural causes.
In all, U.S. Ambassador Zalmay

Khalilzad said Tuesday, at least 120
prisoners have allegedly been abused
at the hands of Iraqi security forces,
more than previously disclosed by the

I N S I D E « IRAQI EXPATRIATES IN U.S. TRAVEL HUNDREDS OF MILES TO VOTE. A4 « IRAQ WAR MARKS 1,000 DAYS. A4

I N  L I F E
« “Kong” review; local ties D1, D2

BY PAUL SALOPEK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

BASRA, IRAQ — Majid al-Sari, a can-
didate in Iraq’s national elections,
spotted a funeral crowd beside the
road and ordered his convoy to a
halt.

His advance team spilled out

of two pickup trucks — not polit-
ical aides in gold tie clips, but two
squads of machine-gun-carrying
soldiers masked with black bala-
clavas. The troops fanned out to
form a combat perimeter on the
street corner. Al-Sari sprang out
of his car. He shook hands and

clapped backs furiously, trying to
feel the prospective voters’ pain.
Then he vanished before the
mourners fully realized what had
hit them — the novelty of a flesh-
and-blood candidate.

“Five minutes,” al-Sari
declared with satisfaction, pol-
ishing an automatic pistol in the
passenger seat of his car while a
lead vehicle bristling with rifles
and a rocket launcher cleared the

road ahead. “You have to be fast.
It’s unsafe to stay any longer in
one place.”

This is life on the Iraq cam-
paign trail 2005.

Terrorized by death threats
from Sunni-led insurgents in the
center of the country, and intim-
idated by violent Shiite militias
bent on imposing theocracy in the

Fans of the original film
say the new beast can
never roar and ripple
quite like the 1933 ape.

ROOB

AL-SARI
is a candidate in
Iraq.

Please see 1933 'KONG'/A6

Please see PORT SALARIES/A8

Please see TIM KAINE/A4

KAINE

Please see IRAQI TORTURE/A5

Please see IRAQI CANDIDATE/A5

POLITICIANS: Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim is head of an Iraqi
Shiite party. AP PHOTO

An Iraqi National Party candidate chances death
threats and mortar bombs to get votes.
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CALL OR CLICK FOR FAST, FREE DELIVERY.
1-888-4-BST VLU • www.ntelos.com

Offer expires 01.11.06. *Promotional Offer: Promotional $29.99 Unlimited Plan is for the first three months of the contract. Price will revert to the standard price of $39.99 at the end of the promotional period. †Select National Plans of $49.99
or more include 200 bonus minutes which expire at the end of the contract. All plans require a new one or two-year service agreement. First month free when you switch & provide a wireless bill from a competitor; valid on new 2 year post pay
agreements only. Phone Offer: Buy one get one free applies to select Nokia phones with a new post pay service agreement. Phone prices require a new post pay service agreement. Phone models subject to change. Activation fee: $10 required
on two-year agreements; $35 on a one-year agreement. Early termination fee applies. Rate plans: Nights are from 9:00 p.m. to 6:59 a.m. Monday -Thursday. Weekends start at 9:00 p.m. Friday ending 6:59 a.m. Monday. $9.99 Shared line on
National Plans of $59.99 or higher.  Additional Fees: Unlimited Plan calls outside the NTELOS network area will be charged roaming fees at a rate of 69¢ per minute. Long distance calls to areas outside of the NTELOS network will be charged
long distance rates. National Plan overage will incur charges of 25¢ per minute. Calls outside the USA will be billed at a higher rate. Normal per-minute rates apply for retrieval of voice mail. Free text messaging includes incoming messages only.
Coverage: Actual coverage may vary depending upon customer equipment, terrain, weather conditions and electrical interference. Clarity and reception vary near coverage area borders. Coverage within buildings may vary depending upon loca-
tion and building structure. Additional Information: Customer must reside or have a billing address in the NTELOS network coverage area. Fifty percent of minutes must be on NTELOS network over a 6 month period. Customer is responsible
for all applicable taxes. Usage rounded to next full minute. All calls are billed in one-minute increments. Rates subject to change. Some restrictions apply. Some services and features not available in all areas. Offers subject to change. See store
for details. MARVEL, Ultimate Spider-Man and all related characters, TM & © 2005 Marvel Characters, Inc. All rights reserved.  www.marvel.com. This Ultimate Spider-Man mobile game is produced under license from Marvel Characters, Inc.
and Activision Publishing, Inc. Activision is a registered trademark of Activision Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NEVER ROAM
AGAIN

UNLIMITED
MINUTES

The choice is yours.

Plus get the Best Phone Prices
on One-Year Agreements

$29a month
99 $29a month

99*

UNLIMITED REGIONAL MINUTES

UNLIMITED DAYTIME MINUTES

UNLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS

UNLIMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBILE

200
BONUS 

MINUTES †

SHARE FOR AS
LITTLE AS

$999

FIRST MONTH

FREE
when you switch

SAVE
$30

CAMERA FLIP PHONE
KYOCERA KX16

$1999

COLOR FLIP PHONE
KYOCERA KX9C

$999

COLOR FLIP PHONE

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

NOKIA 3155i

$4999

NTELOS NATION

ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

UNLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS

UNLIMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBILE

Portsmouth
Port Centre Pkwy, south
of the NTELOS Pavilion

235-0141
Mon-Fri 9-6

Closed Sat & Sun

Norfolk
Military Crossing on 

VABeach Blvd. across from
Janaf Shopping Center

235-0141
Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Newport News
at the corner of Jefferson
Ave. and Oyster Pt. Rd.

235-0141
Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Norfolk - Ghent
on 21st St. in Ghent between 
Colley and Colonial Avenues

235-0141
Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Hampton
Hampton Coliseum Mall

Kiosk
235-0141

Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12:30-6

Hampton
2332 W. Mercury Blvd.

in Todd Center
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Virginia Beach
General Booth Blvd. and 

Dam Neck Rd.
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 12-6

Chesapeake
On Portsmouth Blvd., just
east of I-664, across from
Chesapeake Square Mall

235-0141
Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Virginia Beach
Hilltop North on 

Laskin Rd.
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-7, Sun 12-6

Virginia Beach
on Virginia Beach Blvd.
between Rosemont Rd.

and South Plaza trail
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-7, Sun 12-6
Chesapeake

South exit off I-64
In Crossways Center

at Greenbrier Rd. 
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Pembroke Mall
Kiosk at Independence
and VA Beach Blvd.’s

235-0141
Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6

Lynnhaven Mall
Kiosk at Lynnhaven

Parkway at 
International Blvd.

235-0141
Mon-Sat 10-9:30, Sun 12-6

Chesapeake Square
Kiosk off I-664 at Portsmouth

Blvd. East exit
235-0141

Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6

Virginia Beach
Kemps River Crossing at Indian

River and Kempsville Rds.
235-0141

Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 12-6

Store Locations:

Contact a Business Consultant by calling: 757-718-9702.

OPEN SUNDAY
Newport News

12300 Jefferson Ave.
Patrick Henry Mall

235-0141
Mon-Sat 10-8, Sun 12-6

ALL STORES, NOW
WITH EXTENDED
HOLIDAY HOURS!

Many consumers who took the arthritis drug
VVIOXX® have been at increased risk for serious
cardiovascular injuries, including sstrokes, heart
attacks, blood clots and even death. If you or a
loved one took VIOXX® and experienced any of
these health problems, ccall us immediately. Your
legal rights have time deadlines, so call us
now toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free
consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but
associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Urgent news for people who took

VIOXX ®

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
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www.1800theeagle.com
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1
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1
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of the state requirement that all
annual salaries above $10,000 be
public. It also falls short of the stan-
dard for publicly traded compa-
nies and most nonreligious non-
profit organizations of disclosing
pay for the top five officials.

VIT receives federal and state
tax exemptions designed for state
organizations that provide essen-
tial governmental functions. But
the panel reiterated the long-
standing view held by port offi-
cials that VIT was a private com-
pany, contending that court cases
backed it up on that point.

The Virginia Port Authority
board created the special panel to
look into the issue after a Daily
Press investigation this year
revealed that the Port Authority’s
board — which approves Virginia
International Terminals’ budget
annually — didn’t know the
salaries of top VIT officials. VPA’s
executive director — J. Robert
Bray, a permanent member of the
VIT board — said he didn’t know

the salaries, either.
VIT operates three state ter-

minals in Hampton Roads: Nor-
folk International Terminals,
Portsmouth Marine Terminal and
Newport News Marine Terminal.
Created by Port Authority reso-
lution in 1981, VIT earns its
money from fees charged to ship-
ping lines and turns its net prof-
its over to the port authority.

The special panel voted 4-0 to
accept its final report, which
includes the salary recommenda-
tion. Members Josh Darden and
Regina Brayboy were absent. 

Three members voted to ap-
prove the report without dissent:
Milliken, a Washington lawyer;
Mark B. Goodwin, senior vice
president and general counsel at
Overnite Transportation, a Rich-
mond trucking firm; and Conway
Sheild, a Newport News lawyer. 

One member — Deborah
Stearns, the top local official at
Advantis Real Estate Services Co.
— voted to approve the report,

which was broader than the sa-
lary issue. But she said she was
against revealing any salaries. 

Disclosing them, she said,
would “blur the line” that sepa-
rates public from private. 

“There’s no compelling reason
to risk going out in a new area,”
she said. 

Stearns’ company is the leas-
ing agent on prime real estate that
Virginia International Terminals
rents in downtown Norfolk,
which a University of Virginia
ethics professor termed a conflict
of interest when she was named
to the special panel. When ap-
pointed, however, Stearns vowed

to decide the issue fairly. 
Joseph A. Dorto, VIT’s general

manager, has said union workers
and shipping lines would use the
information about his and other
top officials’ salaries to get better
concessions from VIT. 

But Milliken, Goodwin and
Sheild held the view — which

they noted was backed by a port-
hired consultant, William L.
Ralph — that VIT wouldn’t be
hurt competitively by revealing
the top salaries. They said doing
so wouldn’t “imperil the private
status” that they asserted VIT
held.

“I think we all understand the
importance of VIT to the eco-
nomic engine that is the Port of
Virginia,” Goodwin said. But, he
said, “this private company is
owned by the state of Virginia,
and it’s important to make sure
it’s acting appropriately.” 

Later  on Tuesday, an execu-
tive committee of the VPA board
didn’t vote on the full report, as it
had expected, because it was split
evenly on the issue. 

William Grace, president of a
Newport News cleaning compa-
ny, agreed with Stearns that VIT’s
salary secrecy should be main-
tained. So the full VPA board will
take up the matter early next
year.  ■

» PORT SALARIES Continued from A1

One panel member says she’s against pay disclosure

Virginia International Terminals operates Newport News Marine Terminal. PHOTO BY KENNETH SILVER/DAILY PRESS


