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FA L L A C I O U S  

Today: Partly sunny, pleasant. High
74-79. Low 60-65. 

Tomorrow: Sunny to partly cloudy.
High 82-87. Low 64-69. 

High Tide: 5:55 a.m. 6:15 p.m. 
Full Report: Page B12
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A ‘safe’ danger
Biolaboratory to combat patho-
gens such as Ebola, smallpox, and
anthrax will be located in the heart
of Boston.
The Boston Globe Magazine. 

Mass. tie confirmed
One of the six people found slain
in Florida was from Lowell.
City & Region, B1.
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By Suzanne Smalley
GLOBE STAFF

and Jack Encarnacao
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

A multiagency squad of law-
enforcement officials rounded up
more than two dozen people, in-
cluding what they called ‘‘impact
players,’’ in the first night of a co-
ordinated effort to stem a dra-
matic increase in violence in the
city, police said yesterday.

Officials arrested 27 people in
the first night of the crackdown,
using a unified command struc-
ture including Boston police; State
Police; the FBI; the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives; the US Drug Enforce-
ment Administration; and Boston
Housing Authority police. 

Arrests by the special opera-
tions team, which was on the
streets again last night, were for
offenses ranging from trespassing
to firearms possession.

Superintendent Paul Joyce,
who runs the department’s inves-
tigative services division, called
several of those arrested ‘‘individ-
uals who are very well known to
law enforcement’’ and have exten-
sive criminal histories. He also
said they ‘‘are involved in this cy-
cle of criminal activities we have
seen.’’ 

‘‘We’re going to keep it up until
we lower the violence,’’ Joyce said
at a press conference last evening.
‘‘Many of those arrests occurred in
and around playgrounds and
parks last night.’’ 

Overall, police arrested 114
people citywide Friday night and
early yesterday, said police spokes-
woman Nadine Taylor-Miller. 

27 arrested
in violence
crackdown
Police hail
multiagency
squad’s results

CRACKDOWN, Page B6

PRESIDENTIAL PARDON

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/EVAN RICHMAN

President Bush held up a 38-inch striped bass caught by his daughter Jenna (beside him) yesterday off
Kennebunkport. At right is daughter Barbara and former President George H. W. Bush. The bass was released.
Three generations were gathered in Maine for the wedding of presidential nephew George Prescott Bush. A24.

By Dan Ephron
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

NABLUS, West Bank — On a
recent balmy day in this Palestin-
ian town, Suleiman Qatari visited
the Tirawi family, whose 34-year-
old son, Amar, had run amok dur-
ing a neighborhood traffic jam and
had fired his pistol at two brothers
in their car.

Qatari, a businessman who en-

joys the kind of clannish respect in
Nablus that makes residents refer
to him as a ‘‘notable,’’ offered the
Tirawis an arrangement: If they
paid the brothers’ $500 hospital
bill, the other family would agree
not to seek revenge.

Such informal problem-solving
now must substitute for the rule of
law in the West Bank, given the
rampant decay of many Palestin-

ian institutions in almost four
years since the launch of the intifa-
dah, or Palestinian uprising, and
the punishing Israeli incursions
that have followed.

‘‘It’s a kind of mediation we’ve
been doing since the chaos start-
ed,’’ Qatari, 55, told visitors last
week in his shop, where he sells
animal feed in 50-pound sacks.

AP PHOTO

Yasser Arafat, yesterday in
Ramallah, has come under
increasing criticism at home.

Palestinians target the chaos at home
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By Raphael Lewis
GLOBE STAFF

Women in the Massachusetts
Legislature are far more likely
than male lawmakers to face chal-
lengers in this fall’s elections, as a
large crop of male challengers
threatens to roll back gains wom-
en have made on Beacon Hill over
the past two decades.

Heading into the most compet-
itive legislative elections in years,
80 percent of the 127 Republican
candidates this fall are men, many
recruited by Governor Mitt Rom-
ney in a bid to break the Demo-
crats’ supermajority in the Legisla-
ture, where they enjoy the power

to override vetoes at will, a Globe
analysis shows. 

The result: Sixty-three percent
of the Democratic women incum-
bents running for reelection this
fall are opposed by Republicans.
By contrast, 45 percent of male in-
cumbent Democrats face opposi-
tion. The handful of Republican
women in the Legislature also face
disproportionate opposition: Four
of the six GOP women incumbents
face challenges, but fewer than
half of the Republican men have
opponents.

Republican strategists insist
they are not targeting women in-
cumbents because of their gender.
Instead, the strategists say, they
are singling out suburban districts
with relatively high Republican 

Women legislators 
may face more rivals 

WOMEN, Page A25

GOP challengers 
are mostly men 

By Charlie Savage
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — Three years
ago tomorrow, President Bush an-
nounced he would bar federal
funds for research using new em-
bryonic stem cell lines. No more

potential life would be destroyed
for science, Bush declared, thereby
drawing a line between moral be-
lief and science that is emerging as
a crucial front in his reelection
campaign.

‘‘I worry about a culture that
devalues life and believe, as your
president, I have an important ob-
ligation to foster and encourage
respect for life in America and
throughout the world,’’ Bush said
Aug. 9, 2001, calling life ‘‘a sacred

gift from our creator.’’
Now, the politics of embryonic

stem cell research, buried in the
rubble of the World Trade Center
attack four weeks after Bush’s an-
nouncement, is back.

Yesterday, Senator John F. Ker-
ry took over the Democrats’ week-
ly radio address to offer an exten-
sive attack on limiting science,
evidence that the Democrats are
moving to make stem cell research
a powerful wedge issue. Some

campaign analysts depict it as the
Democrats’ equivalent of values is-
sues, such as school prayer or
‘‘partial-birth’’ abortion, that Re-
publicans have used to attract
votes past elections.

The issue has grown from an
occasional line in Kerry’s stump
speech last winter to a powerful
code phrase, repeated by the can-
didate almost daily, for Bush’s de-
cision to limit, in the name of his 

Stem cell issue opens campaign divide
Democrats turn
up heat as Bush
maintains stance
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By Jeffrey Krasner
GLOBE STAFF

It was a routine operation to unclog a patient’s
coronary artery using one of the hottest products
ever to hit the medical market. But moments after
the insertion of a Taxus stent, the surgery became a
desperate, failing race to save the patient’s life.

The problem: The tiny balloon used to position
the stent wouldn’t deflate. The patient, awake
through the entire procedure, began to suffer
severe chest pain akin to a heart attack. His doc-
tors scrambled to improvise.

Working through an incision in the patient’s
groin, they tried to over-inflate the balloon, hoping
it would pop. They snaked 20 different wires
through the patient’s body to try to burst it, but
that failed, too. At one point, they yanked on the
equipment so hard a piece broke off, leaving the
balloon trapped inside the blood vessel.

Blood flow became so weak that doctors per-
formed cardiopulmonary resuscitation and then
put the patient on a heart-lung machine. Still
improvising, they finally maneuvered a second
balloon inside the stent and inflated it, rupturing 

GLOBE STAFF PHOTOS/JONATHAN WIGGS

When cardiac
stents fail,
surgeons race
to avert worst

Dr. Christopher T.
Pyne, a cardiologist
at Lahey Clinic in
Burlington,
performed a heart
procedure using a
stent, which he is
holding at left.
Boston Scientific was
forced to recall its
stents because of
malfunctions.

STENTS, Page A14

By Kevin Cullen
GLOBE STAFF

As she wrestled last week
with the biggest challenge in
her six-month tenure as police
commissioner, Kathleen M.
O’Toole sat in her office, off-
handedly contemplating a list
comparing the homicide rates
of cities roughly the same size
as Boston.

Even with twice as many
homicides this year, compared
to the same time last year, Bos-
ton has a murder rate lower
than that in Las Vegas, Mem-
phis, and Milwaukee and looks
positively rosy compared with
Baltimore, New Orleans, and
Washington, D.C.

‘‘That doesn’t bring me any
comfort or any comfort to the
victims here in Boston,’’
O’Toole concluded ruefully.
‘‘But it is important to keep
things in perspective.’’

SOURCES: Boston Police Department

HOMICIDES IN BOSTON
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Boston recalls
a worse era,
but murders 
still shake city

O’TOOLE, Page B6
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the first. But it was too late.
‘‘The patient’s blood pressure

started to drop and the decision
was made with the family present
to withdraw all life support. The
patient was declared dead at
01:30,’’ according to a May 24 re-
port in a database maintained by
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, which monitors malfunc-
tions of medical devices.

Five and a half weeks later,
Boston Scientific Corp. of Natick
began the first of what has turned
into three recalls of its Taxus stent;
the most recent was Thursday.
Malfunctions have led to three
deaths and 47 serious injuries.
The patient’s story is one of 186
FDA reports obtained by the
Globe, which are filed by doctors,
hospitals, or the device maker
when there is a malfunction.

The reports, which cover the
period between April and mid-Ju-
ly, show that in numerous cases of
stent balloon failures, physicians
worked around the problem with-
out hurting the patient. Patient
and doctor names, hospital loca-
tions, and other identifying infor-
mation are removed from the re-
ports by the FDA to protect
patient privacy. 

The Taxus stent had fueled Bos-
ton Scientific’s growth into the
biggest life sciences company in
Massachusetts. The distress to the
company has been clear and swift.
Since the first recall, on July 2, its
stock price has fallen 22 percent,
reducing its market value by about
$8 billion. Thursday’s recall, when
an additional 3,000 Taxus stents
were pulled from hospital shelves,
can only further undermine in-
vestor and doctor confidence in
the company. 

What hasn’t been as visible is
the human cost of the malfunc-
tions. A review of these cases by
The Globe provides a rare glimpse
at the drama inside the operating
room when the stent balloons
malfuntioned and how routine
procedures turn suddenly into
painful life-and-death struggles.

‘‘It can be very bad when the
balloon won’t deflate,’’ said Dr.
Christopher T. Pyne, a cardiologist
at Lahey Clinic in Burlington. ‘‘It’s
a catastrophic event.’’

Pyne said that in nine years at
Lahey, he’s never seen a stent bal-
loon fail to deflate. But while the
incidence of such malfunctions is
rare, they have already affected
many people because the use of
stents to treat heart disease has
skyrocketed. In 2002, 1.2 million
patients in the United States had
operations to remove blockages
from coronary arteries and im-
plant stents, according to the Na-
tional Center for Health Statistics.
By contrast, only 329,000 appen-
dectomies were performed the
same year, and 193,000 hip re-
placements.

Boston Scientific’s chief execu-
tive, James Tobin, met Friday with
FDA officials in an effort to allay
concerns about the stents and re-
assure the government watchdog
that the stents still on the market
are safe.

‘‘Patient safety is our para-
mount priority at Boston Scientif-
ic, and we make every effort to en-
sure that our products are of the
highest quality,’’ said Paul Dono-
van, a company spokesman. ‘‘On
extremely rare occasions, there are
problems. We deeply regret those
problems, and we constantly work
to reduce them. Overall, our 25-
year record shows that we have
helped doctors improve the lives
of millions of patients with our
less-invasive technologies. We are
proud of that record, but we are al-
ways trying to do better.’’

Stents are tiny wire mesh tubes
that are used to keep blood vessels
open. Doctors thread the stents in-
to the tiny arteries supplying
blood to the heart muscle through
an opening in the patient’s groin,
which gives them access to the

large leg artery. The patient is con-
scious throughout, under a local
anesthetic and mild sedative.
When the procedure goes well, it
is less invasive and less costly than
a coronary bypass, in which veins
taken from the leg are grafted onto
the heart. 

Introduced in March, the Taxus
stent is coated with a drug that de-
ters tissue growth inside the blood
vessel, a problem with older stents
that often ended up reclogging the
artery and leading to repeat pro-
cedures. With this innovation,
Taxus rapidly gained 70 percent of
the $4 billion worldwide market
for drug-coated stents. 

Boston Scientific was poised to
dominate its archrival, Johnson &
Johnson, which earlier had prob-
lems with its new Cypher drug-
coated stent. Last fall, the FDA is-
sued an advisory warning doctors
that the stent was associated with
sudden blood clots that caused 60
deaths. 

For Taxus, the most serious
problems have occurred when bal-
loons fail to deflate. But Taxus
stents have also been plagued by a
problem where the balloons de-
flate properly, but stick to the drug
coating. That also makes the bal-
loons hard to remove, but it hasn’t
created the same medical emer-
gencies because the deflated bal-
loons do not completely block
blood flow.

In some cases, doctors have
had to to rush patients into open-
heart surgery to remove the inflat-
ed balloons, though it’s not clear
how many.

On May 27, according to an-
other FDA incident report, doctors
placed a Taxus stent in the left an-
terior descending artery of a pa-
tient’s heart — the artery that sup-
plies the most blood of the three
main coronary arteries. The bal-
loon didn’t inflate when the doc-
tors applied pressures of up to
nine atmospheres, equal to about
132 pounds per square inch. (By
contrast, automobile tires are typi-
cally inflated to 30 pounds per
square inch.) Trying again, doctors
cranked up the inflation pressure 

GLOBE STAFF PHOTOS/JONATHAN WIGGS

Stents allow cardiologists to widen blocked arteries. The photo
at left is before the procedure; the photo at right is after.

When stents fail,
surgeons scramble
º STENTS
Continued from Page A1 Setting a stent

Boston Scientific Corp. is 
recalling its heart stents 
because of potential 
problems with deflating the 
balloons used to deploy the 
stents in clogged arteries. 

SOURCES: www.open-heart.net; Boston Scientific;
www.nucleusinc.com/medical-animations; 

1 Fatty plaque 
in artery cuts 
flow of blood
to the heart.

THE PROBLEM
Some balloons aren’t deflating 
properly, requiring emergency 
surgery to remove them.
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To order, call Lord & Taylor: 1-800-223-7440, 8 am to 8 pm (ET) Monday through Saturday; 9 am to 6 pm (ET) Sunday.
Available at selected Lord & Taylor stores. One gift per customer, please; while supplies last. 

Charge it with your Lord & Taylor Credit Card. We also accept American Express, Visa,® MasterCard® and the Discover® Card.
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New Juicy Wear
Ultra-Lasting Full Colour 
and Shine Lip Duo
Juicy Wear lavishes lips with
kissable smudge-proof colour.
Patented Juicy Seal technology
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Five break out
of privately run jail
SAN ANTONIO — Five federal
prisoners, including one identified
as a high-ranking member of a
Mexican gang, escaped from a
privately run lockup near San
Antonio. Officials said the men
apparently escaped while they
were outside for an hourlong
recreation period Friday at the
Correctional Services Corp. facility
in Pearsall, about 50 miles south-
west of San Antonio. Authorities
launched a search for the inmates
using helicopters and dogs. John
Butler, a spokesman for the US
Marshals Service, said the prison-
ers were in the pretrial custody of
the Marshal’s Service office in
Laredo, which uses the jail under
contract. The prisoners were
identified as Reymundo Flores
Alaniz, 46; Manuel de la Fuente,
33; Luis Angel Garcia Esparza, 23;
Jorge Arturo Castaneda Silva, 22;
and Victor Hugo Nava Franco, 28.
(AP)

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

Circus is probed
over death of lion
The Ringling Brothers and Bar-
num & Bailey circus is facing a
federal investigation amid allega-
tions that it allowed a young lion
to die in a sweltering animal train
crossing the Mojave desert and
then tried to keep key information
from the government. Soon after
the investigation was launched, a
recently fired Ringling Brothers
lion handler delivered an affidavit
to Agriculture Department offi-
cials contending that the lion died
because the boxcar it was riding in
was extremely hot and the animal
needed water. Darin Johnson,
national spokesman for Ringling
Brothers, said the company has
been dedicated to the humane
treatment of its animals for 134
years and is using the ‘‘sad death’’
of Clyde as an opportunity to
review and improve policies.
(Washington Post)

N E W  Y O R K

Separated twins
said to thrive
NEW YORK — Two-year-old boys
whose conjoined heads were
surgically separated are beginning
to thrive in their independent
lives, one of their surgeons said
yesterday. Clarence and Carl
Aguirre were separated Wednes-
day, and doctors are seeing signs
of recovery much earlier than
expected, said David Staffenberg,
a plastic surgeon at the Children’s
Hospital at Montefiore Medical
Center. (AP)

Steinberg denies
role in child’s death
NEW YORK — Joel Steinberg, free
after serving nearly 17 years in the
beating death of his 6-year-old
adopted daughter, still describes
himself as ‘‘a good father’’ and said
he pushed the girl but did not hit
her. Steinberg served two-thirds of
the maximum 25-year sentence
after he was convicted of killing
Lisa Steinberg. The girl died in
November 1987, three days after
she was brutally beaten in the
apartment that Steinberg shared
with his lover, Hedda Nussbaum,
who also had been beaten. In an
interview with New York maga-
zine, the disbarred lawyer contin-
ued to deny responsibility for the
child’s death. ‘‘As soon as we saw
that she wasn’t breathing right, we
called the ambulance,’’ he said.
‘‘What would anyone else have
done?’’ (AP) 
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to 18 atmospheres, and the bal-
loon inflated and pushed the stent
into position. But then the balloon
wouldn’t deflate.

First, doctors used suction, to
no effect. Then, they improvised.
They inserted a syringe in the tube
attached to the balloon and tried
to deflate the balloon that way. It
didn’t work. At this point, the FDA
report says, ‘‘The patient was com-
plaining of pain’’ and the heart
rate was slowing.

After several other attempts,
the doctors decided there was only
one solution: opening the patient’s
chest for immediate open-heart
surgery to remove the balloon. 

The surgery worked. Doctors

‘‘successfully removed the balloon
and the patient was recovering in
the intensive care unit and was
awake and talking,’’ the report
said.

Complications during stent
procedures can be especially har-
rowing because the patient is con-
scious. That creates unique chal-
lenges for the team trying to keep
the patient alive.

‘‘When the patient is conscious,
albeit in pain, they can sense if
things are not going well, which
simply adds to the stress,’’ said Dr.
Jeffrey J. Popma, director of inter-
ventional cardiology at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital in Boston.
‘‘Everyone’s adrenaline is much
higher when a complication oc-

curs. But the external counte-
nance of the physician must re-
main calm, in order to execute the
solution.’’

The patient report from a
March 17 case describes a situa-
tion that put the doctors’ demean-
or to the test. At first, all went well.
The doctors put the Taxus stent in
place and deflated the balloon. 

The physician ‘‘attempted to re-
move the Taxus balloon from the
stent, only to find that it was stuck
in the stent,’’ the report says. ‘‘He
tried slow deflation, reinflation;
then reinflation to 12 atmos-
pheres, then 14 atmospheres. He
tried to pull the guiding catheter
back into the aorta to pull even
harder, but the balloon would not

come loose.’’
While this was going on, ‘‘the

patient was having crushing chest
pain,’’ the report says. The doctors
were ultimately able to pull the
balloon free of the stent, but in do-
ing so, the guide catheter had cre-
ated a tear in one of the main coro-
nary arteries. Doctors this time
used a Cypher stent to treat the
tear, which didn’t go all the way
through the artery.

When the guide catheter was
removed, ‘‘the coronary blood
flow improved. The patient is re-
ported to be doing well,’’ the re-
port states.

Jeffrey Krasner can be reached at
krasner@globe.com.

Review of cases reveals operating-room drama
Continued from preceding page
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